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In a notice on p. 480 will be found a statement 
of the objects and work of the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Branch has been woved from 50, Parliament 
Street to 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

The Temporary Enquiry Office, hitherto at 49, 
Hastcheap, E.C., has also been moved to 73, Basinghall 
Street, B.C. , 


INFORMATION ON TRADE AND INDUSTRY. 


Information on the subjects named in the notice on the 
cover will be found in the following Board of Trade 
publications, obtainable in London upon application to 
Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, Hast Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W., and their 
Sub-Agents, Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, 
E.C.; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in 
Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, at 
the prices named, viz. :— | 

1 “Board of Trade Journal,’ 3rd September, 1908, 
pp. 448-61, Sth May, 1904, p. 216, and 4th 

August, 1904, p. 212, at 1d. per number. 

Statistical Abstract for the { pp. 28/29 

United Kingdom, 5lst)p. 12 
number (Cd. 2,192), at) pp. 176/191 
eS ae ree ... \ pp. 57/157. 
(Monthly Accounts relating to Trade and Navigation 
(25/VI.) at 1s. 1d. 
Annual Statement of Trade, 1903. 

Vol. I. (Cd. 2,043) at 7s. 1d. ... pp. 166 et seg. 
Annual Statement of Trade, 1903. 

Vol. II. (Cd. 2,081) at.5s. ... ... pp. 177/453 
6 ee Abstract of Labour nem: 59g° pp- 176/182 
7{ 9th No. (Cd. 1,755) at 1s. . ... pp. 34/72 
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7 Report on Changes in Rates of Wages and Hours of 
Labour (Cd. 2,199), at 7d. 
8 Colonial Import Duties Return (Cd. 1,811) 2s. 
9 Canada (Preferential Tariff for goods from the 
United Kingdom), No. 310, at 4d. 
10 Statistical Abstract for the Colonial 
and other Possessions of the United 
Kingdom, 40th No. (Cd. 1,729) 1s. 9d. pp. 38/227 
10 Trade (Colonies & the United Kingdom), No. 262, 2d. 
Trade (Colonies and Foreign Countries) No. 110, 2d. 
11 Foreign Import Duties Return (Cd. 1,735) at 1s. 11d, 
12 Statistical Abstract for the principal 
and other foreign countries, 29th 


number (Cd. 1,796) at 1s. 6d. pp. 44/217 
13 Abstract of Foreign Labour Statistics 
(Cd. 720) at 1s. 43d. . p. 1/161 


14 Trade between the United Kingdom a haath 
(131) at 12d. 

15 Memorandum on the comparative Statistics of 
Population, Industry, and Commerce in the 
United Kingdom and some leading foreign 
countries (Cd. 1,199) at 52d. 

16 British and Foreign trade and industry. Memoranda, 
statistical tables.and charts (Cd. 1,761) at 3s. 6d. 

17 Naval Expenditure and Mercantile Marine (Great 
Britain, &c.) (284) at 1d. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 


Conupressel tenders from such pene as may be willing to 


,  supply— 
ee yee i 1. Compressed paper blocks: 


2. Carriage and wagon wheels and axles. 

muoctzieal Eiani. 3. Electrical plant. , 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to the 
‘Director General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
tenders. are to be delivered at that office by two p.m. on Tuesday 
the 13th September, 1904, for Nos. 1 and 2, and on Tuesday the 
20th Se se. 08 1904, for No. 3, after which times respectively 
no tesidor will be received. 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 


The East Indian Railway Company are prepared to receive tenders 
; for the supply and delivery of— 
poe tn 1. Steel bull-headed rails, 
2. Steel tyres for carriages and wagons, 
as per specification to be seen at the Company’s Offices, Nicholas 
Lane, London, E.C. 

Tenders are to be sent to the Secretary, marked ‘‘Tender for 
Steel Rails,” or as the case may be, not later than 12 noon on 
Wednesday, the 14th September. 

The Company reserve the right to divide the order, also to 
decline any tender without assigning a reason, and do not bind 
themselves to accept the lowest or any tender. 

For each specification a fee of 1/. 1s. is charged, which cannot 
under any circumstances be returned. 


According to the ‘ Times of India,” a Calcutta firm have applied 
Electricity in to the Government of Madras for the licence 
Madras for the supply of electrical energy throughout 
the municipal area of Madras. It is proposed 
to construct a generating station or stations, and supply electricity 
by underground mains, aerial or any other system approved by 
the local Government. The licence is to run for 42 years, at the 
end of which time the Government can exercise the right to 
purchase. Another firm, adds the “Times,” are already in the field, 
but the terms of the above proposal appear the more favourable 
of the two. 





CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
Enquiries relatin; trade received at the Canadian Government 
a d Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., whence further 


to Canadian Trade. 5. formation regarding them may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries.—A firm manufacturing shaving mirrors and 
other toilet specialities are desirous of getting into communication 
with persons in Canada likely to take an interest in their goods. 

A Welsh colliery company wish to open up trade with the 
Dominion in anthracite coal (broken nuts) and desire to be placed. 
im communication with Canadian firms likely to take up the 
business. 


Canadian Enquiries.—A commission agent in Montreal asks to 
be placed in communication with manufacturers of grocery and 
drug specialities in Great Britain desiring an introduction to 
Canadian markets. 

A Winnipeg agent desires to correspond with a firm of hat and 
cap manufacturers in England and would like to secure samples. 
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He also desires to get into communication with English manu- 
facturers of neckwear, 

Note——For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
Victoria Street, S.W. 





TRANSVAAL. 


The “ Transvaal Government Gazette ” of the 12th August contains 
the text of an Ordinance sanctioning the ex- 


: me __ penditure of 120,0002. on the completion of 
poe as 102: Pretoria Lunatic Asylum, 40,000. on works in 
“ee connection with Government House, Pretoria, 


Materials. = nd 13,0001. on telephone materials. 
RUSSIA. 


The “ Bulletin de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople ” 
states that the Commission of Urban Railways 
; in St. Petersburg have for some time been 

cay 58 considering the best means of utilising the 
St. Petersburg. Sater power in the districts within reach of 
that city for the working of an electric tramway. Having come to 
the conclusion that the waterfalls on the River Vonoksa, in 
Finland, distant about 150 kilometres from St. Petersburg, are 
the most suitable for this purpose, they delegated a body of 
engineers to report as to the probable cost of obtaining motive 
power from this source. A report recently issued estimates the 
necessary outlay at a sum ranging from 14,000,000 to 16,000,000 
roubles, or about 100,000 roubles per kilometre. In order to 
provide against accidental interruptions of the service, it is 
proposed to establish a double line of conductors. 


NORWAY. 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade from H.M.- 

Consul-General at Christiania, stating that the 

Steel Rails. Norwegian State Railway Authorities invite 

tenders, to be received not later than 3 p.m. on 

the 23rd September, for the supply of about 450 tons of steel rails 
(weighing 20-5 kilogs. per metre) with accompanying fishplates. 

Apart from the usual Customs duties, a’ preference of from 
10 to 15 per cent. is given to native tenderers. 

Copies of the specifications and drawings, which have been 
forwarded by H.M. Consul-General, may be seen by persons 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m, (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 


1 p.m.). : 
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NORWAY—continued. - 


A telegram has been received at the Board of Trade, from H.M. 


Consul-General at Christiania, stating that the 

Coal. Norwegian Naval Authorities invite tenders for 

the supply of 2,500 tons of Nixon steam navi- 

gation coal. Tenders will be received up to the 16th September. 

Further particulars, which will be received by post, may be seen 

at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 78, 

Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 

5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 

Apart from the usual Customs duties, a preference of from 10 to 

15 per cent. is given to native tenderers. 





BELGIUM. 


The ‘Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of the 27th: August 


announces that the ‘‘ Société Nationale des 
Railway 


Construction. = the construction of that portion of the railway 


from Mons to Quévy situated between Mons and the route de 
Paturages, Givry, a total length of 10,222 metres. The estimated 


cost of the work is 203,084 frs. (about 8,123/.). A deposit of 


20,000 fr. (about 8001.) is required to qualify any tenders. 

The adjudication will take place at 11 a.m. on the 5th October. 
Tenders must be posted not later than the 4th October in 
registered envelopes, addressed to ‘“M. le Directeur Général, 
Société Nationale des Chemins de Fer Vicinaux, 14 rue de la 
Science, Brussels.” Specifications may be obtained from. the 
above address on payment of 1 fr. 


The same “ Bulletin” contains a notification issued by the Belgian: 


Minister of Public Works, inviting tenders for 


Bridge Work. the reconstruction of the iron superstructure. 


of a bridge over the Ghent-Ostend Canal, at 


Bruges. The estimated cost of the work is 67,521 fr. (about. 


2,7001.). A deposit--of-.6,000- fr. (about--240/.) is required to 
qualify any tender. 


Tenders must be posted not later than the 20th September in 


registered envelopes, addressed to ‘“M. Thomas, 28, rue 
Traversiére, Bruges.” The adjudication will take place on the 
24th September. Specifications (price 6d.) and plans (price 


4s. 7d.) may be obtained from the “Bureau Centrdl des. 


Renseignements, 15 rue des Augustins, Brussels.” 





Chemins de Fer Vicinaux,” invite tenders for. 
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PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 


The Acting British Consul-General at Lourengo Marques, in his 
report for 1903, remarks :-— 
Cement. “Germany has again supplied most of the 
cement used locally, and she appears to be able 
to put it in the market at a slightly lower price than is charged 
for the British article. The total amount imported (about 7,700 
tons) is no doubt comparatively small, but in view of the harbour: 
and other public works which are being undertaken, the demand 
is bound to increase, and it might be worth the while of British 
manufacturers to look into the question.” (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,264.) 





‘MOROCCO. 


The British Vice-Consul at Mogador reports that the sugar trade 

in South Morocco (now almost all in French 

Sugar Trade. hands) is always a very big one. It is regret- 

table, he adds, that the United Kingdom does 

not attempt to participate in it in any way, and he suggests that 

it would be worth the while of dealers to make enquiries about it. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,261.) 


ZANZIBAR. 


The Acting British Consul-General at Zanzibar, in his recent 
angrove Bark oe to word Foreign Office (Annual Series, 
Industry. 5263), remarks :— | 

‘“‘The item mangrove bark, which appears 
for the first time in 1903 amongst the Customs returns, is a 
product of high value for tanning purposes. It grows in great 
abundance in the numerous tidal creeks throughout the island, 
and it appears to be of excellent quality from a commercial point 
of view. I believe that the Pemba bark would fetch 5/. or 61. per 
ton in the European markets. The Zanzibar Government has 
lately prohibited the collecting of mangrove bark in Pemba, save 
under licence. I understand that up to the present one firm only, 
a@ French firm in Zanzibar, have applied for and obtained such 
licence.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,263.) 


MEXICO. 


H.M. Consul at Vera Cruz, in his report for 1903, states that a 
ae concession for a railway in the State of Vera 
Moe esrone i i. Cruz, to be called the Tuxtla and Gulf 

‘ Railway, has just been granted. The starting 

point is the Bay of Santecomapan, and thence to Caleria in the 
Tuxtlas Canton, with the option of continuing onward to San - 
Andres and Santiago Tuxtla, the centre of the great tobacco 
region. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,262.) 
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BRAZIL. 


The “Diario Official” of 13th August contains a notification 
Fire calling for tenders for the supply to the Central 
meuishing Railway of Brazil of appliances for the instal- 
aie ke lation of a fire extinguishing service and of a 
ters pneumatic machine for moulding brake blocks. 
Particulars and drawings can be examined at the Office of the 
Railway in Rio de Janeiro, where tenders will be opened at mid- 
day on 8rd October, the attendance of an agent being necessary. 
The ‘“ Diario” containing the above may be seen by persons 
interested on application at the offices of the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





JAPAN. 


According to a report by Mr. A. MacLean, Commercial Agent for 

Canada at Yokohama, there would appear to be 

Flour. a good opening for Canadian flour in Japan. 

Some Japanese bakers claim that they are able 

to obtain from Canadian flour as much as 15 per cent. more 

bread than from the American, while others say the difference is 
very slight. : 

The quality of flour most largely used in Japan is that known 
to the trade as “straight,” fancy brands being so far very little 
used. At present, the chief supplies come from the Pacific Coast 
States. The flour mostly favoured is that containing a large 
percentage of starch, and it is used largely in the manufacture of 
macaroni, vermicelli and steamed cakes. The consumption of such 
food is increasing largely in the country, though the Japanese as 
yet are not large bread consumers. 

Several dealers suggest shipping to the Yokohama market trial 
shipments of sacks of flour weighing about 243 lbs. each. At 
present there is a difference of about 2s. ld. per barrel (or four 
bags), against Canadian flour, so that Japanese bakers are only 
able to use it for fancy baking. Mr. MacLean thinks that a 
business could be worked up for Manitoba No. 1 Hard, notwith- 
standing its high price, if the right. methods be adopted. He 
insists most strongly that no attempt be made to palm off inferior 
goods of any kind, and adds :—- 

“ Flour must be packed into white cotton bags containing 
49 lbs. each. These closely woven, starched bags allow practically 
no waste and no infiltration of dust in the course of transportation. 
Grain bags will not do. Some Canadian flour comes shipped in 
98 lb. bags—-grain bags, apparently—and during shipment a 
great deal leaks out, and much dust works its way into the flour, 
‘and the trade is complaining on that account. Wheat is usually 
imported in sacks—heavy, coarse bran sacks containing 133. lbs. 
Bags of closely-woven material, made like burlap, tear easily, with 
a resulting shortage on delivery.” 
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FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


CAPE COLONY. 


With reference to the notice on p. 203 of the ‘ Board of Trade 
Tadustetal Journal, of 4th August, it has been announced 

apenas t that the opening date of the industrial 
Exhibition a exhibition to be held at Cape Town will be 
Cape Town. Saturday, 26th November next. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


With reference to the notice published on pp. 156-7 of the “ Board 
‘Lewi a Clark of Trade Journal,” of 28th July, respecting the 

sehitition ct Lewis and Clark Exhibition to be held at 

worrne ey alee Portland, Oregon, from Ist June to 15th 
Portland, Oregon. October, 1905, the Board of Trade are now 
in receipt of various pamphlets relating to the State of Oregon and 
its resources, together with a copy of the official classification and 
rules of exhibit department, and copies of the “ Journal” issued 
monthly by the Exhibition authorities. 

The above may be seen by persons interested on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 

Morocco.—In his report on the trade of the Consular District of 
Dar-al-Baida for 1903, H.M. Consul at that port writes :— 

“Tt is noticeable that the value of British trade has declined in 
1903 compared with 1902, but there is no occasion for anxiety. 
There are sound reasons for this decrease. ‘The political situation 
necessitated prudent trading; the Moorish coinage suffered a severe 
depreciation; the yield of crops was disappointing; the fluctuations 
that occurred in the price of cotton goods, due to the American 
cotton corner, made merchants chary of accepting and clients of 
giving orders in this line, which is the most important article of 
importation into Morocco. It may be accepted that under the 
circumstances of the year, British merchants allowed no chances 
afforded by this market for earning a profit to escape them. 

‘‘The above observations apply to the import trade. 

“The value of the exports depends on the crops, and the share 
of each nation depends principally on the requirements of its home 
market. Export merchants receive the latest quotations from all 
European markets and sell in the most favourable. They prefer the 
Continental to British markets, because in the former the expenses 
for port charges, commission and handling are less than in the 
United Kingdom, and measures and weights work out more 
favourably for the shipper in the former than in the latter. 

“In my reports I have constantly pointed out the danger of 
giving credit through a local agent who earns a small commission 
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on the value of orders he obtains, but is not responsible for their 
payment. In Morocco, as elsewhere, it is easy to sell on credit, 
but it is more difficult to collect payment than in most other 
countries. 

‘‘My observations are not for the guidance of British firms 
resident in Morocco, or for those at home who have a large 
experience of this market. I wish to impress upon those who are 
without experience of this market that without good guarantees, 
or a good knowledge of the people they are dealing with, selling 
on credit is speculation and not business. 

‘‘A banker’s reference is of little value. The only people who 
can speak with authority on the business position of an individual 
are the wholesale merchants on the spot, and they are not likely to 
give their information away. A favourite method of British and 
Continental firms consigning goods to Morocco is to receive 
acceptances from native clients at three months, or for a longer 
period, after date of shipment, for the value of goods shipped. It 
is very rarely that these drafts are paid when due. 

‘‘ A point to be continually kept in mind is that the prosperity 
of the natives depends entirely on the season’s crops in a country 
where there is no irrigation, no scientific agriculture, and which is 
subject to visitations of locusts, to droughts and to constant tribal 
disturbances.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,261.) 


Mexico.—In his report for the year 1903 (Foreign Cffice, Annual 
Series, 3,262) H.M. Consul at Vera Cruz writes as follows :— 

“The United Kingdom sends to Mexico two-thirds of the im- 
ported cotton manufactures; over one-half of the imported linen 
manufactures ; one-third of the woollen and worsted manufactures ; 
about one-tenth of the steam engines, locomotives, agricultural and 
other machinery imported. In metals and the manufactures of 
metals the United Kingdom, in 1903, supplied Mexico with one- 
third of the total imports, including steel rails, which increased 
from a value of 39,4201. in 1902 to 284,179]. in 1903, so that under 
a quarter would be a fairer estimate in normal years. In tubes 
and pipes our trade has almost disappeared. Iron sheets, corru- 
gated and galvanised, a half; tin-plates, three-quarters; iron and 
steel wire, but one-twelfth. In alkali we control the whole trade ; 
painters’ colours and materials, one-tenth; medicines, one-twen- 
tieth ; beer, one-twentieth; while in silk manufactures we figure 
for but one-fiftieth ; cement but a tenth; and earthen and china- 
ware one-third. Taking coal, coke, and patent fuel, the United 
Kingdom controls half the trade, the United States sending coal 
equal in quantity to these, while all the patent fuel comes from the 
United Kingdom. .. . 

“The present consumption of British goods is but a small per- 
centage of the trade which might be done. We are lacking in 
British import houses; in fact, there is not a single one in my 
Consular district, covering a country about as large as France. 
There are in the whole of the Republic but a very few. The days 
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were when British merchants here controlled the best houses, and 
that when the trade of the Republic was of little importance com- 
pared to what it is now. 

‘‘ Judicious advertising in local papers would keep our goods 
before the public, yet a British advertisement is never seen; and 
our trade has suffered the more because British newspapers are 
never seen, owing to the high rates of postage, while American 
magazines are everywhere, and American newspapers come in for 
3d. as well as heavy trade papers, both crammed with the best 
advertising matter. 1 do not mean to say that this will take the 
place of the traveller. To-day, without doubt, we have in Mexico 
the best travellers that enter the country, but there are not enough. 
As I have said before, those with choice samples will always do 
well, and smaller firms might join in sending a man each with a 
different article, so that their interests would not clash. There is 
no general reason for the success of our competitors, except in the 
case of the United States, whose contiguity explains it. 

‘‘The native will appreciate it if correspondence is carried on in 
Spanish. Prices should be given in gold dollars at 5 dols. to the 
1l., and weights and measures in some form understood by the 
people. Germany is particularly painstaking in this respect. 
Firms should quote c.if., inclusive. If the people you are 
dealing with are not well known to you, get cash with order; do 
not trust to cash being paid against bill of lading, the Customs 
apparently often give up goods without this document. I would 
suggest to those firms who can afford it to print their catalogues 
in Spanish and quote in dollars gold, 5 dols. to the 11. 

“Formerly only the cheapest class of goods was imported, but 
now a demand has arisen for better and in a small way for the best 
goods, and this to a certain extent accounts for the increase in our 
exports, and as the country develops this demand will increase, for 
it will be many years before Mexico can compete in the manufac- 
ture of goods required by the wealthier classes. . 

Exporters may find it useful to note the terms in Spanish which 
are equivalent to “ With care,” “ Much risk,” “Top,” ‘ Bottom,” 
“Top (or.this side) up,” and “ Open this side”: these are “ Cuidado,” 
“ Mucho riezgo,” “ Tapa,” ‘‘ Base,” ‘‘ Tapa arriba,” and ‘‘ Lado para 
abrir.” Notices as to treatment on board ship, such as ‘“ Don’t 
stow near boilers,” should of course be in English. 

The Mexican Government have decided to establish in London a 
department of information in connection with the Mexican Finan- 
cial Agency, where every information regarding the country will be 
furnished, where Mexican newspapers may be seen, maps, reports 
on all¢subjects, samples of minerals from the different mines, pho- 
tographs, &c. A technological and industrial museum has been 
opened in connection with the Department of Fomento in the 
capital, and British manufacturers should send their catalogues, in 
Spanish if possible, so addressed. 
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COAL PRODUCTION AND. CONSUMPTION IN THE 
PRINCIPAL COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD.* 


The following particulars relating to the production and con- 
sumption of coal in the principal countries in the world are 
extracted from a return [295/1904] recently issued by the Board 
of Trade, a reference to which was made on p. 427 of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal” of 1st September :— 

The production of coal in the five principal coal-producing 
countries of the world in 1901, 1902 and 1908 was as follows :— 

















1903. 
Country. 1901. 1902. Provisional 
figures. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 
United Kingdom ..., gee -e.| 219,047,000* | 227,095,000* | 230,334,000*{ 
Germany ... osé 006 «| 108,539,000F | 107,474,000¢ | 116,638,0007 
France ae ose ide ---|  81,634,000T 29,365,000+ 34,318,000F 
Belgium... wd eas eo}  22,213,000T 22,877,000T 23,912,000F 
United States ove eee | 261,874,000" | 269,277,000* | 320,983,000*T 





* Tons of 2,240 lbs. + Metric tons of 2,204 lbs. 1 Definitive figures. 


The production of coal in 1903 in each of these five countries 
was greater than in any previous year. The production of the 
United States exceeds that of the United Kingdom, but the pro- 
duction of Germany represents only abont a half, and that of 
France and Belgium together about a quarter of the production of 
this country. 

The total known coal production of the world (exclusive of 
brown coal or lignite), is now about 790,000,000 tons (of 2,240 lbs.) 
per annum, of which the United Kingdom produces rather less, 
and the United States rather more, than a third. 

As compared with its population, the production of coal in the 
United Kingdom still surpasses that in the United States. It 
amounts to nearly 54 tons per head; whilst in the United States 
it is still slightly less than 4 tons per head. In Belgium it 
amounts to about 34 tons per head, in Germany to about 2 tons 
per head, and in France to under a ton per head. 

The following statement shows the production of coal in the 
principal British Colonies and Possessions in the year 1902, with 
comparative figures for the preceding year. 

The amounts are in every case stated in tons of 2,240 lbs., the 
figures for Canada, the Cape of Good Hope, and the Transvaal 
having been converted for the purpose :— 


Production of Coal in Principal British Colonies and Possessions. 








Country. | 1901. 1902. 

Tons. Tons. 
British India ... pee ata ‘be o6s oes 6,636,000 7,424,000 
Australian Commonwealth ... ote eet ...| 6,884,000 6,860,000 
ee a eee eee es 1,363,000 
Canada ... on eee one ons _ ...| 5,560,000 6,422,000 
Transvaal bed ses doe oun dee ose 712,000 1,420,000 
Cape of Good Hope ... eve ode doe ove 184,000 166,000 
SE ik) sabe 2 i eet ia ue eee 569,000 593,000 











* See ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 5th N ovember, 1903, pp. 255-7, for statistics 
relating to 1900-02. 
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Coal Production and Consumption in the Principal Countries 
of the World. 





Of the output of the Australian Commonwealth shown above 
(which was slightly less than that of the previous year), 5,942,000 
tons were produced in New South Wales. In the Cape of Good 
Hope the output was also slightly less than in 1901, but in British 
India, Canada, New Zealand, Natal and the Transvaal there were 
increases, the most noticeable being one of 862,000 tons in the 
output of Canada in 1902. The Canadian production exceeded 
that of New South Wales for the first time in 1902. The 
following preliminary figures are available for 1903 :—Canada, 
7,140,000 tons; New South Wales, 6,355,000 tons; Transvaal, 
2,016,000 tons; Natal, 714,000 tons. It may be noted that in 
each instance, these are the largest figures recorded. The output 
per head of population in 1902 amounted in New South Wales to 
44 tons, but in Australia as a whole it only reached about 1? tons. 
In New Zealand it was about 14 tons, and in Canada rather less 
than 14 tons. 

_ The consumption of coal in some of the chief consuming 
countries is shown in the following statement, in which the 
countries are given in the order of importance as coal consumers :— 














Country. 1902, 1903. 
Tons. Tons. 
United States ... we bits iia kine .--| 265,694,000 $16,029,000 
United Kingdom ss eee “en am .--| 166,698,000 166,532,000 
Germany iad ioe oes noe nae <a 95,363,000 103,114,000* 
France ... jas am ote be des as" 41,989,000 46,560,000* 
Russia ... hii ia shi sili sus ‘tie 18,762,000* 12,374,000* 
Belgium ia ae - a nad idl 19,799,000 21,432,000* 
Austria-Hungary sae nee ioe one ...| 17,595,000 | Not available 





* Provisional figures. 


The production and consumption per head of population have 
been calculated in all cases on the basis of the best official 
estimates available of the population in the years in question, 
except in the case of Census years. 

The statistics of lignite production show that the principal 
countries of production are Germany, Austria, and Hungary, 
which in 1902 produced 43,126,000 metric tons, 22,140,000 metric 
tons, and 5,132,000 metric tons respectively, whilst the provisional 
figures available for the production of Germany in 1903 indicate 
an increased production of 45,674,000 tons. The quantity of 
lignite produced in the United States has increased considerably 
in recent years, and is included in the figures for the production 
of coal already given. The latest available figures giving the 
United States production of lignite separately relate to 1902, 
when it amounted to 4,314,000 tons. In 1892 the production of 
lignite was only 1,422,000 tons. In no other country does the 
quantity produced reach 1,000,000 tons. In the United Kingdom 
it has for some years been nil. : 
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COTTON GROWING IN SIERRA LEONE AND GAMBIA. 


SIERRA LEONE. 

In his report on the Sierra Leone Blue Book for 1903, Mr. 
G. B. Haddon Smith, C.M.G., the Colonial Secretary, writes as 
follows with regard to cotton cultivation in that Colony :— 

“An indigenous variety of cotton grows freely throughout the 
Protectorate without any attempt at cultivation. During a 
march of nine weeks, I can say without fear of contradiction 
that not one day did I go without seeing cotton growing. The 
chief occupation of the women seems to be spinning; they are 
employed at this the whole day. Excellent cloths are made in 
Koinadugu and Panguma districts, and worn by the people in 
those districts far more than imported cotton stuf The local 
Government are fully alive to the great importance to the 
British manufacturer that new sources of cotton supply should 
be established in order to preclude the occurrence of unusual 
deficiencies in supply, and this Colony is taking her share in 
giving every help and encouragement to those who are interesting 
themselves in the growing of cotton. All machinery and imple- 
ments of any kind for the cotton estates are carried free of freight . 
on the Government Railway, and all cotton purchased up country 
for exportation is brought down to the port of shipment free of 
charge. Experts from the Southern States of America have 
started experimental farms, and in the Ronietta district an area of 
over 1,000 acres has now been planted with seed. The report on 
the cotton already purchased from the natives is very satisfactory. 
There is a large area of land in this Colony and Protectorate, 
within easy reach of rail and water, suitable as regards soil and 
climate for cotton cultivation. At first experiments were made to 
introduce exotic varieties of cotton, but it has been found that the 
effects of acclimatisation and of unfavourable conditions of soil and 
climate would not tend to make the exotic plant successful. 
Moreover, I doubt if the native cultivator would take kindly to the 
introduction of the exotic plants, as they are more risky to grow 
than ordinary indigenous varieties, being more susceptible to 
mishaps due to insect attacks, heavy downpours of rain, and such 
like. It is questionable whether cotton will be successful in the 
districts beyond the reach of the railway, as it. is doubtful if the 
crops would be remunerative.” 


GAMBIA. 


In the report on the Gambia Blue Book for 1903, it is stated 
that during the early part of 1902 a supply of American and 
Egyptian cotton seed was received and distributed among the 
chiefs in the Protectorate, the actual quantities distributed being 





as follows :— Lbs. 
American seed sah Pen iid 1,325 
Kgyptian _,, , ve 1,185 


The result cannot be said to howe Rioien very satisfactory, as only 
578 Ibs. of lint were shipped to England. The failure of the crop 
was attributed by the natives to the seed being planted too early 
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in the season; but it is much more likely that it was due to want 
of care and attention on the part of the farmers. 

The tirst shipment of 112 Ibs. of lint when sold in England 
realised 63d. a lb., and it is believed that a much better price 
could have been obtained had there been a large quantity offered. 
With regard to this consignment the brokers reported that ‘‘ these 
cottons show a great improvement on the usual rough West 
African cottons which come to this market, and it is our belief 
that with careful cultivation cotton may be grown, and if properly 
picked and ginned when sent to this market would obtain equal 
prices with American upland cotton.” The second shipment of 
304 lbs. only sold for a trifle over 4d. a lb., but of this consign- 
ment it is only fair to say that it was made up of numerous small 
parcels received from various parts of the Protectorate. Another 
special shipment of 28 lbs. of lint, the result of 112 lbs. of seed 
cotton picked in the Upper River district and ginned by the native 
method, when sent to England sold for 6d.a lb. The brokers 
- reported it to be clean, of good colour and staple, and about equal 
to good middling American. They further added, “This is the 
quality of cotton wanted by the English spinners.” 

The report goes on to say :— 

*“‘ Karly in the year 1903, a cotton expert, selected and sent out 
under the auspices of the British Cotton Growing Association, 
arrived in the Colony and proceeded to the Upper River, and 
subsequently to the other districts, to report on the suitability or 
otherwise of the soil for cotton growing, and to explain to the 
chiefs and people the best methods of cultivating it. The soil, 
which may be said, with the exception of the Upper River district 
and perhaps a part of Fogni which is more loamy, to be of a light 
sandy nature, was reported to be admirably suited for the growing 
of cotton, but the doubt was whether the native could be got to 
believe that cotton cultivation could be made as profitable to him 
as that of the ground nut, and to realise that any alteration in his 
present method of growing it would result in a larger yield. To 
bring about this end it was decided to establish an experimental 
farm in the Upper River district, which appears to have produced 
the best: results, and where also the people, who are more accus- 
tomed to the growing of cotton, appeared to have entered into the 
spirit of the new venture with more heart than had been the case 
elsewhere.” 

Unfortunately a difficulty arose in regard to the expert pro- 
ceeding to the Upper River to commence operations on the 
experimental farm with the result that after a fortnight’s further 
delay he sent in his resignation, which was accepted. This 
incident retarded matters a little; but steps were at once taken to 
distribute the seed as allotted to the various districts, the 
interpreters of which were directed to see that the instructions 
which had already been issued were carefully carried out. 
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The report adds :— 

“ At the present time the yield may be said to be about 300 Ibs. 
of seed cotton to the acre; this at 2d. a lb. gives the planter 
21. 10s. The same area of land in ground nuts would yield about 
60 bushels which at ls. a bushel would realise 31. In this 
connection, however, it must not be forgotten that the price of 
cotton is somewhat inflated and that ground nuts are at their 
lowest in the European market. On the other hand, there is no 
reason why, as the result of . careful cultivation, the yield from 
cotton should not be raised to 450 lbs. per acre.” 





COTTON CULTIVATION IN GERMAN COLONIES. 


A report by the French Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin furnishes 
some details of the results of the efforts made by the German Colonial 
Committee to foster cotton cultivation in the German colonies (see 
* Board of Trade Journal ” of 25th February, 1904, pp. 353-6). 

The programme drawn up by the Committee (set forth on p. 7 of 
the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 7th January, 1904) appears to have 
been most effectively carried out. The cotton grown in Togoland 
has shown a marked improvement, due to the excellent work carried 
out at the Tove experimental stations and the cotton-growing 
school at Nouatche. According to estimates furnished by the 
cotton inspectors, the production for 1904 will amount to 200,000 
lbs. The area sown has been increased fivefold during the year, 
and it is hoped that next year’s crops will produce 1,000 bales of 
500 Ibs. The transport difficulty—which has hitherto hampered 
the development of the cotton industry—will be met by the con- 
struction of a railway from Lome to Palime, for which the neces- 
sary funds have been voted by the Reichstag. 

There are at the present time 2,000 hectares under cotton in 
German East Africa: until the Nyassa Railway is completed, it 
will be impossible to cultivate the Kilwa district, which comprises 
100,000 hectares of land suitable for cotton-growing. The German 
_ Colonial Committee are taking steps to carry out a vast scheme of 
cultivation on the banks of the Rufidji, which is navigable for a dis- 
tance of 150 kilometres. In this colony, as in Togoland, the lack of 
means of transport has proved a hindrance to development. The con- 
struction of a railway from Dar-es-Salaam to Mrogoro, which has 
been sanctioned by the Reichstag, will open up the central districts ; 
but no steps have yet been taken towards the construction of the 
suggested line from Kilwa to Nyassa, which would give a strong 
impetus to cotton cultivation. 

As last year, three steamship companies have offered to convey 
to Germany, free of charge, all cotton grown in Togoland and 
German East Africa; the amount in 12 months thus transported 
was 140,000 lbs.: this has been distributed between about 50 
factories, and has been found eminently satisfactory in every case. 
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TRADE AND SHIPPING OF THE PERSIAN GULF PORTS.* 


The following table, based on statistics contained in the reports of 
H.M. Consul-General at Bushire and H.M. Consul at Basra for the 
year 1903 (Foreign Office, Annual Serves, 3,182 and 3,168), shows 
the value of the import and export trade (including bullion and 
specie) of the Persian Gulf ports for that year as compared with 
the two previous years :— 


Trade of the Persian Gulf. 





Total Imports. 


Total Exports. 






























































Ports. 
1901, 1902. 1903. 1901. 1902. 1903. 
Bunder Abbas— £ £ # & £ & 
India... ---| 164,000 | 187,000 | 171,000 || 120,000 68,000 72,000 
United Kingdom] 159,000 | 130,000 | 151,000 — 9,000 8,000 
Other countries ..| 100,000 82,000 | 127,000 35,000 20,000 59,000 
Total 423,000 | 399,000 | 449,000 || 155,000 97,000 | 139,000 
Lingah — 
India ... ..-| 327,000 | 367,000 | 288.000 || 305,000 | 570,000 | 348,000 
United Kingdom — — — 8,000 5,000 3,000 
Other countries +} 330,000 | 506,000 | 397,000 || 290,000 | 307,000 | 302,000 
Total 657,000 | 873,000 | 685,000 || 603,000 | 882,000 | 653,000 
Bushire— 
India ... ...| 318,000 | 262,000 | 300,000 91,000 85,000 92,000 
United Kingdom; 900,000 | 558,000 | 491,000 || 110,000 91,000 52,000 
Other countries ..| 413,000 | 281,000 | 158,000 || 373,000 | 172,000 | 286,000 
Total .-/1,631,000 |1,101,000 | 949,000 || 574,000 | 348,000 | 480,0U0 
Mohammerah— 
India and Aden..} 127,000 56,000 63,000 80,000 63,000 20,000 
United Kingdom} 81,000 41,000 90,000 24,000 35,000 34,000 
Other countries ..| 24,000 26,000 15,000 48,000 49,000 19,000 
Total 232,000 | 123,000 | 168,000 || 152,000 | 147,000 | 73,000 
Total of above Ports 
India... ...| 936,000 | 872,000 | 822,000 || 596,000 | 786,000 | 582,000 
United Kingdom/1,140,000 | 729,C00 | 732,000 142,000 140,000 97,000 
Other countries ..| 867,000 | 895,000 | 697,000 || 746,000 | 548,000 | 666,000 
Total .. 2,943,000 {2,496,000 |2,251,000 ||1,484,000 [1,474,000 |1,295,000 
Total trade of Portal 
rain and the Ports “ 
on 0d tah Geant 906,000 |1,179,000 {1,331,000 1,025,000 1,283,000 {1,517,000 
of the Gulf { 
Basra in ../1,278,000 {1,276,000 {1,255,000 |/1,152,000 | 958,000 {1,297,000 
Total, Persian Gulf!5,127,000 |4,951,000 |4,837,000 3,661.000 3,715,000 (4,109,000 





* For previous articles on the Persian Gulf and Maskat, see the “‘ Board of 
Trade Journal” for 17th September, 1903, 3rd July, 1902, 4th July, 1901, 
3rd January, 1901, December, 1899, February, 1899, and March, 1898. 


+ Chiefly with the ports of the Arab Coast of the Gulf. 
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Of the ports in the above table, Lingah and Bushire have a 
preponderance of trade with India, and Lingah has the largest 
share of the trade to and from the opposite coast of the Gulf with 
what are known as the Arab ports. Mohammerah, on the canal 
between the Sbhatel-Arab, and its affluent, the Karan. is principally 
a port of entry for goods going to Ispahan vid Shushtar, and also 
for European goods intended for Koweit. 

Bushire, however, is the most important trading station in the 
Gulf, and that which enjoys the greatest share of trade with the 
United Kingdom. The following table is given to compare the 
trade of this port for the year 19 963 with that of the two preceding 

















years :— 
re | 
Imports. | Exports. 
From and To aoa - were : ae 
1901. | 1902. | 1903. | 1901. | 1902. | 1903. 
pan : : . 
Per cent.| Per cent.) Per cent. \Per cent.’ Per cent.|Per cent. 
United Kingdom | 6 50°6 51°7 19°1 26°1 12°1 


India... oe ooo) §6— 49° 23°7 - 31°6 15°8 24°4 21°4 








Total British Possessions} 74°6 74°3 83°3 34:9 | 505 33°5 
Other countries weet §=6584 25°7 16°7 | 65°1 | 49°5 66°5 
1000 | 1000 | 100-0 | 

















100°0 | 100°0 100°0 








The decrease in the percentage of imports into Bushire from 
“other countries” in 1903, as compared with 1902, is principally 
due to the trade with France and Germany having decreased. 
British trade is still predominant. The value of the total imports 
into Bushire for 1903 was 949,000/., as compared with 1,101,000/. 
in 1902, and 1,631,000/. in 1901. The total imports, excluding 
specie, amounted to 744,000/., or a decrease of 188,000/. on the 
previous year. ‘The value of the imports from the United Kingdom 
and India last year amounted to 83'3 per cent. of the whole import 
trade of the port, as compared with 74°3 in-1902. It may be noted 
that the imports into Bushire from France which from 34,0007. in 
1898, rose to 52,000. in 1899, 105,000/. in 1900, and 135,000/. in 
1901, dropped to 93,0002. in 1902, ‘and to 46,0002. in 1903. 

The exports from Bushire increased by 82,000/., while those 
from Lingah declined by 228,0001., of which sum pearls alone are 
responsible for 220,000/. 

As regards the percentages of exports from Bushire in the fore- 
going table, the ‘other countries’’ are principally China, Turkey. 
and Egypt. China always leads in the value of the exports, the 
principal article being Persian opium. 

Shipping.—The shipping of the Persian Gulf ports, viz., Bunder 
Abbas, Lingah, Bushire, Mohammerah, Bahrain, and the ports of 
the Arab Coast is very largely in the hands of British shipowners, 
as will be seen by reference to the following table, which shows 


“~ , 7 
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Trade and Shipping of the Persian Gulf Ports. 





the tonnage of vessels entered and cleared at all the above-named 
places, distinguishing British vessels, in the years 1901, 1902, 











and 1903 :— 
Year. British. Others. Total. 
l 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 
1901 son tea si Lai 1,103,971 180,733 1,284,704 
1902 ise ali Pe “ee 1,171,049 203,911 1,374,960 
1903 re saa pon i 1,328,824 214,256 1,543,180 














From the above table it will be seen that, in 1901, British 
shipping embraced 85:9 per cent.of the total tonnage entered and 
cleared at Persian Gulf ports, in 1902 this percentage fell to 85-2, 
but rose again in 1903 to 86:1. 


As regards Basra, the following table is a “ Return of all 
shipping ” at that port during the same three years :— 








Year. British. Others. Total. 

Tons. Tons. Tons. 

1901 ... hii will sed Pa. 142,243 37,128 179,371 
1902 ... ws a dias ae 164,341 37,172 201,513 
1903 ... fort sted oad Mey: 167,479 28,031 195,510 

















SILK CONDITIONED IN EUROPE. 


The following translation of an extract from the ‘‘ Sole” (Milan) 
has been received from H.M. Consul at Milan :— 

“The European silk conditioning last July, and in the first 
seven months of this year, as compared with the corresponding 
period of last year was as follows :— 














July. January to July. 
1903. 1904. 1903. ° 1904. 
Kilogs. Kilogs. Kilogs. Kilogs. 
Milan oon a eas 538,695 685,865 5,072,870 4,014,380 
Lyons eee a sec 498,807 546,392 3,893,859 $,212,794 
Zurich bes me sve 88,558 123,084 801,921 741,131 
Crefeld ... eee ee 40,953 34,018 329,468 237,265 
Basle ‘is one met 24,923 43,861 333,698 196,852 
Elberfeld ... see _ 12,236 31,092 316,464 216,291 
Grand total... «| 1,204,172 1,464,312 || 10,748,280 8,618,713 




















“The conditioning in July, 1904, was, therefore, considerably 
greater than in July, 1903. The total quantity conditioned was, 
however, less during the first seven months of 1904 than during 
the same period in 1908, but the crisis during the first four months 
of 1904 accounts for this decrease. 

‘Milan showed marked progress over Lyons in the quaiitiey 
conditioned last July.” 








tne 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The ‘‘Commonwealth of Australia Gazette” for 16th July, 1904, 
Amended By-law contains a notice of a By-law made by the 
respecting Free Minister of Trade and Customs, amending the 
i tN Customs By-law dated 26th March, 1903, re- 
oan , lating to the free importation of minor articles 
inor Articles. “iy 

or use in the manufacture of goods within 

the Commonwealth. 

The By-law of 26th March, 1903, admits free of import duty 
many minor articles for use in the manufacture of goods within 
the Commonwealth, including “ mounts (except gold or silver) ” 
for the manufacture of parasols, sunshades, and umbrellas. By 
the new By-law all mounts to be used in the manufacture of these 
articles are to be admitted into the Commonwealth free of duty. 





NEW ZEALAND. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
copy of a Memorandum issued by the New 


Customs Decision Zealand Commissioner of Trade and Customs 


hs =, , on 16th June last, respecting the imposition of 
Ties fc Ce Customs duty on trade catalogues and price 
, &e. 


lists, &c., on importation into the Colony. 

The Commissioner states that ‘catalogues, price lists, and 
fashion plates issued by firms in England showing goods sold in 
England are not charged with duty if they are sent to New 
Zealand, whether sent singly to an individual addressee or in 
quantity to an agent.” 

It is pointed out in the memorandum that an import duty of 
25 per cent. ad valorem is only imposed on trade catalogues, price 
lists, and fashion plates of the goods of firms or persons in the 


Colony. | 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “ New Zealand 
Chiiidisieal Gazette ” for 7th July last, containing an Order 
neercrees (No. 747), issued by the Commissioner of Trade 

: and Customs, on 6th July, 1904, giving Customs 

Decisions as to the rates of duty leviable on various articles 

imported into New Zealand. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





The following are the principal decisions given :— 





Articles, and how classed. Rates of Duty, 





Almonds, alicante or avola, shelled— 
As almonds, shelled, n.0.e.f _— we one one .-.| 3d. per lb. 
Cumin-seed, unground— 


As druggists’ sundries, 0.0.e. ve - ose ove ..| 15 % ad val, 
Iron gutters and angles, cast, for down pipes— 
As manufactures, 0.0.e., of metals oes -.- « 


Machine, countershaft, imported with a machine, to be regarded 
as part of the machine. 
Mantles and burners, incandescent— 


Aslamps_... ine wes | 20 % ad val. 
Motor-bicycle stand, also with carriage ‘combined— 
As manufactures, n.o.e., of metal wv > aleee 


*Photographs of persons in New Zealand reproduced or enlarged , 
abroad from photographs or negatives taken in New Zealand— 








As photographs e ace cee ose eee one at BOX He 
Pulleys, wood, split— 

As woodenware a on ene — as a 
“ Westrumite,” patent disinfectant dust- layer— 

As disinfectants spe _ ene nn occ eee oc. Free 
* Revised decision. + The decision given in the above Order was revised from 


2d. to 3d. per 1b. by Commissioner’s Order No. 748 of 13th July, 1904. 





MONTSERRAT. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “Customs Tariff 

i dees Amendment Ordinance, 1904” (No. 3 of 1904), 

“nas i Dut which repeals Schedule B to the ‘ Customs 

Y- Tariff Ordinance, 1896” (No. 1 of 1896), and 

substitutes therefor a new list of articles which are exempt from 
Customs duty on importation into the Presidency of Montserrat. 

By the new Ordinance, which came into force on 4th July last, 
the following additions are made to the list of articles which are 
admitted free of duty :— 

Consular articles imported for the official use of the Consulate 
of any foreign country or place, provided that a similar privilege in 
respect of similar articles is accorded by the laws and customs of 
such foreign country or place to H.M. Consulate therein. 

Chemicals for agricultural purposes. 

Insecticides, viz., Paris green and such other insecticides or 
fungicides as the Governor in Council may from time to time 
determine. 

Multiple effect machinery for manufacturing sugar and plant 
and parts thereof, and any materials required to erect, enlarge or 
improve a factory wherein a multiple effect is or is to be installed, 
provided that such materials are to form an integral part of such 
factory. 

Naval stores for use of the Admiralty. 
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Oil for use in oil engines as fuel. 

All goods imported for the use or repair of churches, chapels, 
and duly certified school-houses. 

All goods or stores imported by the Board of Health for the 
public use of the Board. 

The item under which steam engines and machinery are admitted 
free of duty is altered to include all and every kind or description 
of machinery or parts of a machine, and all and every kind or 
description of apparatus, to be used in any manner whatsoever for, 
in, or towards the manufacture or preparation for market of agri- 
cultural produce when not imported for sale. 

The free importation of surgical instruments is restricted to those 
imported by a medical practitioner in actual practice and not ex- 
ceeding 100/. in value. 





FALKLAND ISLANDS. 


With reference to the notice published in the ‘“ Board of Trade 
Daty en Journal ” for 2nd June last, the Board of Trade 
Seal Skins have received a copy of an Order by the 
Governor-in-Council, dated 13th June, 1904, 

which provides that from and after 13th June, 1904, there shall 
be charged a duty of 10s. in respect of every seal skin imported 
into the Falkland Islands for the purpose of transhipment or 
exportation, as to which the Governor-in-Council shall not grant a 
certificate that he is satisfied that such skin was not taken in the 
months of November, December, January, or February, and a duty 
of 1s. in respect of every other seal skin imported into the Colony. 





DENMARK. 


According to the Italian ‘“ Bollettino di Legislazione e Statistica 

Doganale e Commerciale” for June, 1904, a noti- 

Drawback on cation has been issued by the Danish Customs 

Exported Sugar fixing the drawback of Customs duty on refined 

and Syrup. sugar and syrup exported on and after the Ist 
November next, at the following rates :— 


(a) Candy, sugar in loaves, whole or broken, lumps, _ re. 
cubes, d&c., of whatever colour; white sugar in 
powder, above No. 18 Dutch standard in colour 

Pund 2°40 

(b) Syrup woe a ‘on we ae) ‘8 1:00 


The minimum quantities in respect of which these drawbacks 
will be payable are 84 punds in the case of the sugar described 
under (a), and 200 fatal ty in the case of syrup. 
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GERMANY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 

Tariff translation of a recent Order of the Hamburg 
~ Classification Customs Authorities, according to which glass 
"on the surface of which patterns or pictures 
have been painted, or laid on with glass-enamel (fusible glass- 
powder), after the glass has been completely finished, is to pay 
duty as “ painted glass.” 





BELGIUM. 


According to a Supplement to: the Belgian Tariff recently issued 

Renithemnatiae by the International Tariffs Bureau, special 

Duties — countervailing duties in addition to the ordinary 

"88t- import duty are leviable in Belgium on sugars 

produced in certain countries, as shown in the following state- 
ment :— 








; Countervailing 
Produced in Kinds of Sugar. Duty. 

Per 100 kilogs. 
Frs. Cts. 
Raw... bee wes — ose ove 1 7 
eres Refined... a reeks ¢ Nee. gee +e 
Spain .. a: ...| Raw and refined eee oes dee oe} 27 © 
Japan.. ..| Candy .. ae ow ete ot 2 6i1 
Argentine Republic .. .| Raw and refined bes ves ope | 50 £00 
Raw ... _ ons oes ao 
meustenia { Re ess Pe Se ae ae 
. Raw... on _ ove oes one 6 20 
Russia... ; Refined. 8 14 
Granulated, of first production, or cassonade 6 45 
Chile Unrefined (chancaca or concreto) . eee 5 98 
as Refined, in lumps or powder eee a. eee 
White, granulated, or in marae eee --| 10 86 
Unrefined ... ove | 15 25 
Costa Rica Refined, white eve one oi oot ¢ GR, 49 
Refined, other bee a hea ok 15 00 
Dominican Republic..} Raw and refined see oon eee aa ae 














FRANCE—TUNIS. 


The “Journal Officiel Tunisien” for the 21st May contains the 

text of a Decree, which was to take effect from 

fg i" on ead the lst June last, imposing an export duty of 

or 00 francs per head on colts up to the age of 

4} years, and 75 francs per head on fillies and mares up to the 
age of 6 years. 


de 
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SPAIN. 


The “‘ Gaceta de Madrid” of 1st September contains a Royal Order 


Rate of Exchange 
for the Adjust- 
ment of Customs 
Duties Payable 
in Gold. 


is to be 27 per cent. 


las 
? 


payable in 


notifying that the average rate of exchange 
remium of exchange on Paris) during the 
second fortnight of August was 37°81 
cent., and that the corresponding reduction of 
the rate of Customs duty 
during the first fortnight of the present month 


per 


gold 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 


Tariff 
Classification. 


translation of a Royal Decree which “pene 
in the “Gaceta de Madrid” for the 27th August, 
providing that chemical products with a methy- 


lene base, to be used for denaturing alcohol, are to be dutiable on 
importation into Spain under No. 139 of the Tariff, at the rate of 


10 centavos per kilog. (4s. 0d. per cwt.). 





ITALY. 


The following Decisions of the Italian Ministry of Finance relative 


to the classification of certain articles under 








cugtome the Italian Tariff have recently been pub- 
Decisions. ; 
lished :— 
No. of Tariff; Rate of 
Articles. under which} Duty per 
dutiable. | 100 Kilogs, 
Pulleys of cast-iron coated with zine ; as iron cast- Lire Cts. 
ings, tinned, &c. ees 211 (d) 2 12 00 
Ladies’ furs, consisting of strips f fur ‘twisted 
together ; as “‘furriers’ wares” oe 201 600 00 
Miature of cocoa-butter with cocoa in oasis ; as 
“ cocoa, ground or in paste” ... 19 (0) 100 00 
Vegetable oils, treated with hot-air blast or onydized 
are assimilated to litharged or siccative oils, and are 
dutiable as “fixed linseed oils, boiled” be 7(c)1 26 00 
zonatine, an antiseptic fluid consisting of a solution 
of volatile oils in oil of turpentine ; as “ parte gsi. 
non-alcoholic” ... 74 (bd) 50 00 
Solid paraffin mixed with artificially- -colowred cere- 
sine ; a8 “ solid paraffin” 58 15 00 
Small electro-magnetic appliances for lighting gas in 
gas motors ; as dynamo-electric machines ... oe | 240 (4) 2 25 00 
Photograph frames, incomplete, consisting of a sheet 
of glass with the edges smoothed and gilded, and a 
sheet of paper of the same size ; as small-wares, fine | 352 (6) 150 00 
Small pails of enamelled iron for elevators ; as iron 
and steel of second manufacture ... 218 (0) 4 30 00 
Strips of paper stamped with floral patterns, ‘and cut 
out, for lamp-shade ornaments; as manufactures of 
paper... 195 (0) 70 00 
Strips of skins tanned without the hair, glued together 
lengthwise ; as manufactures of skins 207 100 00 
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ITALY—ERYTHREA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
a translation of an Italian Royal Decree, dated 


prasge oe the 18th July last, granting exemption from 
Erythrea. Customs duty and statistical fees on importa- 


tion into Italy to wheat, the produce of the 
Italian Colony of Erythrea, in a quantity not exceeding 
20,000 cwts. annually, and also to the following products of 
Erythrea, without restriction as to quantity :— 

Cotton in pod or in bale; durra; millet; barley ; maize; aloe 
juice ; gums and resins; tamarinds; timber; kousso flowers and 
senna flowers; bran. 

Articles claiming this exemption must be accompanied by 
certificates of origin issued by the Governor of Erythrea. 





ITALY—BRAZIL. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 405 of the 
“Journal” for the 27th November, 1902, 


aangeie ee ee tne ance 
ee ansiied Convention between Italy and Brazil, the Board 
C ti of Trade have now received information, through 
b ee ead the Foreign Office, to the effect that the Con- 
pry dhe vention has been further prolonged, by agree- 


ment between the two Governments, for a 
period of two years from the 3lst December next, 2.¢e., until the 
31st December, 1906. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following is the substance of some Decisions affecting the 
application of the United States Customs Tariff, 

Customs Decisions. which have recently been issued by the Treasury 
Department at Washington :— 

Parcel Post Convention with Japan.—A Parcel Post Convention 
is now in force between the United States and Japan. This Con- 
vention provides that there shall be admitted to the mails exchanged 
thereunder articles of merchandise and mail matter, except letters, 
post cards, and written matter of all kinds, that are admitted under 
any conditions to the domestic mails of the country of origin, 
except that no parcels may exceed 50 dols. or its equivalent in 
value, 4 pounds 6 ounces in weight, nor the following dimensions : 
greatest length in any direction, 3 feet 6 inches; greatest length 
and girth combined, 6 feet ; and must be so wrapped or inclosed 
as to permit the contents to be easily examined by Customs Officers 
and by postmasters duly authorised to do so. 

Drinking sets.—The constituent parts of drinking sets composed 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA-—-continued. 


of metal racks fitted with glasses and decanters are dutiable sepa- 


rately, the glassware and the racks under the controlling paragraphs 
of. the Tariff. 


Fusible enamel.—The provision for “ fusible enamel” in para- 
graph 113 of the Tariff has reference to the commodity imported in 
the form of powder, in sticks, or in other convenient form for 
enamelling the faces of watches and articles of jewellery, or for 
other.enamelling purposes in the arts, and not to articles made of 
fusible enamel. 


Philippine products imported from another country.—To entitle a 
commodity which is the product of the Philippine Archipelago to 
admission to the ports of the United States at 75 per cent. of the 
regular tariff duties, such commodity must be exported direct from 
the Philippine Islands, or, if through some other country, nothing 
more than transhipment must have taken place in such country. 
Where such commodity has been exported from the Philippine 
Islands to some other country, and mingled with the commerce of 
that country, and thence exported to the United States, it is not 
entitled to the reduced rate. 


Rubber toys.—Rubber dolls and dolls’ heads are dutiable at the 
rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 418 of the Tariff. 
Kindred articles of rubber, such as figures of children with elastic 
cords attached thereto ; grotesque, military, and other figures such 
as clowns, horseback. riders, animals, &c., although toys, are 
expressly excluded from classification under paragraph 418 and 
are dutiable as manufactures of rubber under paragraph 449, at 
the rate of 30 per cent. ad valorem. 


Also the following :— 





Paragraph of 
the Tariff Rate of 
under which Duty. 
dutiable. 


Articles. 





Mandolin plectrums ; ; dutiable as arte of musical 
instruments”... 453 45 % ad val, 
Snowshoes made of wood ‘and rawhide, in which raw- 
hide is the component material of chief value ; 
dutiable as ‘‘ unenumerated manufactured articles” Sec. 6 200% » 
Small articles of blown glass, ornamented, and repre- 
senting dogs, deer, and spinning wheels, set upon 
drawn glass bases, and too fragile to be used by 
children in play ; dutiable as *‘ blown glas3”’ ove 100 60 ¥ 
Fancy glass baskets, made by dipping a glass rod in 
molten glass and weaving or twisting the soft 
material into decorative designs, without super- 
added ornamentation, and not blown, but having 
ground bottoms; dutiable as “articles of glass, 
ground” ... cee on ove ons = oes 100 60 % 


” 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


Paragraph of 
the Tariff Rate of 
under which Duty. 
dutiable. 





Articles. 








Metal in sheets, composed of an iron sheet with a 
nickel sheet on one side and a copper sheet on the 
other, rolled and pressed together so as to form one 
mass ; dutiable as “articles of meta! not ital 
provided gine cee 193 45 &% ad val. 

Articles printed by the ‘autochrome process, a com- 
bination of plate printing and lithography ; dutiable 
as “printed matter” ... 403 > ae 

| Sausages in the skin, composed of meat, vegetables, 

spices, Fc., meat being the component material of 

chief value ; dutiable as “ prepared meat”’... .. | 275 and 25% 

Sec. 7 














VENEZUELA—COLOMBIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 556 of the 
Transit. Trade “ Journal” for the 23rd June last, relative to 
neetivene the re-establishment of transit trade between 
tenana Biivar, Venezuela and Colombia, the Board of Trade 

"are now in receipt, through the Foreign Office, 
of a translation of a Venezuelan Decree, dated the 14th July, 
authorising ‘the transit of foreign merchandise through Cindad 

Bolivar to Orocué, subject to the conditions catablished by Law 

xxiil. of the Fiscal Code regulating the frontier traffic between 

Venezuela and Colombia. 





SALVADOR. 


The following modifications were introduced in the Salvadorian 
Customs Tariff under a Decree of the 21st 
— March last :— 
Alterations. = ntl - . 
Empty bags.—The exemption from import 
duty of empty coffee and sugar bags, accorded by a Decree of 
16th March, 19038, is withdrawn. 

Tinned tron sheets for roofing or other purposes, and Roman and 
Portland cement, are now required to pay the special revenue tax 
of 3:00 dols. per 100 kilogs., but are to be exempt from ordinary 
import duty and from other imposts. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


RUSSIA. 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade, from H.M. 
: Consul at Batoum, forwarding a copy of certain 
a agwiations Ser temporary regulations, ‘evubd by the Russian 
e Protection of ae 
Resin Vente overnment, for the protection in time of war 
of the ports of Cronstadt, Sveaborg, Libau, 
Sevastopol and Batoum. 

These regulations may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


In his recent report, H.M. Consul at Prague refers to the Imperial 
Seietenetten ef Decree of 11th June, 1901, under which it was 
Woeterwawe decided to carry out the following public works 
ait within 20 years:—(1) the cutting of a navig- 
able canal from the River Danube to the River Oder; (2) con- 
necting by a canal the Rivers Moldau and Danube ; (3) a canal 
from the Danube-Oder Canal to the Middle Elbe; (4) and from 
the Danube-Oder Canal to the River Weichsel. (See ‘ Board of 
Trade Journal” for 4th July, 1901, pp, 12-13.) 

The first construction period, says the Consul, is from the year 
1904 to the end of the year 1912, during which period a maximum 
sum of 10,400,0001. is to be expended; of this sum 3,000,000. 
are to be devoted to regulating the rivers in connection with the 
scheme, for which all financial arrangements have been made. 

The Government during this first period from 1904-12 are going 
to carry through the following works :—(a) Making navigable the 
part of the River Moldau that flows through the city of Prague; 
(6) the canalisation of the Elbe from Melnik to Ké6niggritz ; 
(c) the construction of a portion of the Danube-Oder Canal from 
Vienna to the Ostrauer coal-fields ; and (d) that of a portion of the 
canal to connect the Danube-Oder Canal with the River Weichsel, 
as far as the city of Cracow. 

The question of cutting a canal from Vienna to Trieste is being 
seriously considered. The assistance to commerce by enabling 
goods. to. be. carried by water with its cheap freightage will be 
enormous. 

To give some idea of the present importance of the Rivers 
Moldau and Elbe for commercial purposes it will be sufficient to 
state that there were. imported inthe year 1903, 515,250 tons of 
goods in 4,155 barges, an increase on the previous year of 129,089 
tons and 1,104 barges. There were exported 3,242,581 tons in 
9,529 barges, an increase of 1,168 barges carrying 714,352 tons 
on the year 1902. The waterway was open from lst January to 
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AUST RIA—HUNGARY—continued. 


29th December, 1903. In addition to the foregoing there were 
1,987 rafts composed of 385,780 tons of timber exported by this 
route, (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,255.) 


With reference to the notice on p. 265 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 25th August, a report has been 


5.8. Line received at the Foreign Office, from the British 
between Trieste . 1Ce, 

wei Content Vice-Consul at Trieste, notifying an announce- 

} Sabra ment by. the Austrian Minister of Commerce 


to the effect that in consequence of the 
arrangement concluded with the Austro-Americana and Fratelli 
Cosulich Steam Navigation Company, a monthly line of steamers 
will be run regularly between Trieste and ports in Central 
America without transhipment of cargo. This line will be in- 
augurated during the present month and will be continued until 
November, 1905. 

The steamship company undertake to subject their rates of 
freight to the approval of the Minister of Commerce. | 


PORTUGAL. 


The Board of Trade have received a communication from H.M. 
Notice to Consul at Oporto, pointing out that consider- 
Shippers able inconvenience is caused, and occasionally 

_— some additional expense incurred, in the clear-: 
ance of British goods at the Oporto Customs House, owing to the. 
non-production at the proper time of the invoice duly certified by. 
the Portuguese Consul at the port of shipment. It frequently 
hapyens that this certified invoice, instead of accompanying the 
bili of lading, is only sent some days after the despatch of the 
goods to which it refers, the result being that much inconvenience 
is caused, and H.M. Consul therefore suggests that the attention 
of shippers should be called to the importance of having a Consular 

Invoice despatched at the same time as the bill of lading is for-. 

warded. 








CHINA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from the 
‘ne to Trad British Acting Consul-General at Hankow, 
anne h rade reporting that Changsha, the capital of Hunan, 
of the was opened to trade under the Japanese Treaty 


Port of Changsha. oF the sth October, 1903, on the Ist July. 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY: 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Home Office a copy of 
the following notice which has been issued to 
mine-owners, with a view to the prevention of 





Notice regarding 


ee mre accidents occurring in metalliferous mines 
Nitro-Glycerine. from the use of explosives containing nitro- 


glycerine :— 

“All cartridges made of dynamite, gelignite, blasting gelatine, 
and other explosives containing nitro-glycerine, must always be 
thawed (in a properly designed warming pan) before use during 
the months of December, January, February, and March, and also 
at any other times if the cartridges are not in a soft or pasty 
condition.” 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH—TASMANIA. 


The following table, showing the quantity and value of the minerals 
Mineral produced in, and exported from, Tasmania 
Production during the year 1903, has been compiled from 

, the quarterly statements issued by the Govern- 

ment Geologist. The figures for the first quarter of 1904 have 
been received from Mr. HE. A. Nowell, Clerk of the Executive and 
Legislative Council of Tasmania :— | 








Twelve months ended || Three months ended 











3ist Dec., 1903. || 31st March, 1904. 
| 
,Quantity.; Value. || Quantity.| Value. 
| 
£ £ 
Gold, won ... one ozs.| 59,887 254,403 14,235 /) 
Gold quartz and 
pyrites ... exported, tons 410 11,304 41 
Silver ore... sea - ‘s 16,018 167,282 4,098 
Silver lead bullion ... > " 7,020 235,766 ~ 1,694 
Copper, blister wiht - 99 5,812 383,187 . 1,705 
a COR wes one 9 - 13 77 27 3412 
. matte cet lat Sai. ne p 341,292 
Tin ore oes oe - - 305 10,822 49 | 
», metallic ... pee * - 2,376 300,098 559 
Zinc ore eee eee ” a 1,357 4,247 one 
Iron ,, _ bs - 9” 5,323 4,646 3,450 
Other ores ee sat - - 373 4,871 Her 
Coal ... nib ... Taised, tons} 49,069 42,447 11,873 |} 


























° CANADA. 


A supplement to the ‘‘ Canada Gazette” contains the text of ‘an 
Act, assented to on the 10th August, to provide 
a a Crude fy the payment of bounties on crude petroleum 

aaeeeies produced from Canadian wells. The Act is to 
take effect as from the 8th June, 1904, 
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By this Act the Governor in Council may authorise the payment, 
out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund, of a bounty of one and 
oné-half cent per imperial gallon on all crude petroleum produced 
from wells in Canada on and after the 8th June, 1904, the said 
bounty to be paid to the producer of the petroleum. 

The Governor in Council may further authorise the payment, 
out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund, of a bounty of one and one- 
half cent per imperial gallon on all crude petroleum produced from 
wells in Canada and held in storage tanks or other storage 
receptacles on the 8th June, 1904, the said bounty to be paid to 
the actual owner of the petroleum on that day. 


NATAL. 

The ‘“‘ Natal Government Gazette” of 12th July, publishes the text 
of reports on trials of Natal coal made by the 
pea she aig Naval Authorities and the Natal dathtdment 
ate . Railways. These reports, which are in great 
detail, may be consulted-by persons interested on application at 
the Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours 

of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


FRANCE. 
The following table, showing the production of coal in France 
Coal Production during the first half of the current year, is 
First Half of - compiled from statistics published in the 
1904 “ Journal Officiel” of the 26th August. The 
: corresponding figures for 1903 are added for 
purposes of comparison :— 














First half of | First half of 
1903. 1904. 





Metric tons. Metric tons. 





Pit coal and anthracite vod ine ne — 16,997,608 16,742,500 
Lignite ... ibe om she ive sod wo 335,810 '829, ‘311 
side ies hos «--| 17,333,418 17,071,811 











NoTE.—The figures for 1904 are only provisional, those for 1903 are definite. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
According to the annual report of the United States Geological 
ititiatien Survey upon asbestos in 1903, the production 
pehiiihhies tn in the United States in that year amounted to 
1903 887 tons (of 2,000 lbs.) valued at 10,760 dols., 
. as compared with 1,005 tons, valued at 10,200 
dols. in 1902. Besides the above production, there were reported 
about 4,000 tons of crude asbestos rock obtained in development 
work, which have not been treated in any way, and are for the 
most part still on the mine dumps. 
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YARNS .AND TEXTILES. 


BRITISH INDIA. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the India Office, a 
Woollen memorandum on the woollen industry of British 
Indust India, which states that this industry expands 

ry: but slowly, compared with the expansion of 

cotton and jute mills. ‘There were only six mills at work at the 
close of 1903—one at Cawnpore, one at Dhariwal in the Punjab, 
three in the city of Bombay, one of which is private property and 
has not reported its capital, and one at Bangalore—containing 
678 looms and 25,216 spindles. The capital employed is also 
relatively small, amounting only to Rs. 44,89,000, of which 
Rs. 42,15,400 is paid up. Only two of the mills, those at Cawzi- 
pore and Dhariwal, are of importance, the capital of these two 
concerns (Rs. 32,00,000) representing 71 per cent. of the whole. 
These two mills weave cloth for the use of the army and police, 
and generally articles of more or less superior quality, using for 
the purpose an admixture of Australian wool. There is, however, 
not much demand in India for woollen goods except for descrip- 
tions which could hardly be profitably made in India in competi- 
tion with the European mills, and any large expansion of the 
industry can scarcely be anticipated. 

There are in various places factories for the weaving of carpets 
and rugs, and of pattu and pashmina, but though these industries 
are in the aggregate extensive, they are individually small, and the 
weaving is done in hand looms. There is a considerable export 
trade in Indian carpets and rugs, but its progress has been small 
in recent years. 

The following table gives particulars of woollen mills in India 
since 1899 :— 












































































Number of 
f Mills| “(oo 

ss t Capital | persons Quantity and Value 

ha 8 ” in- f tion. 

Work. Employed.| “ bm- Looms, Spin of Sretneton 

dles, 
ployed. 

Rs. Lbs. Rs. 
1899 4 44,50,000 | 2,852 578 | 22,506 | 2,512,955 | 24,57,043 
1900 4 44,50,000 | 2,874 594 | 22,986 | 3,406,962 | 30,26,748 
1901 4 | 44,50,000 | 2,984 594 | 22.986 | 3,978,909 | 32,87,266 
1902 4 44,50,000 | 2,854 669 | 25,236 | 3,284,318 | 28,14,634 
1903 6 44,89,000 |. 3,041 678 | 25,216 | 2,976,809 | 29,265,507 

RUSSIA. 








With reference to the notice on p. 319 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” of 18th August, respecting the 

Export formation of an “ Export Association of Cotton 
Association of Spinners” at Lodz, H.M. Consul-General at 
Cotton Spihners. Warsaw reports that the principal points of 
the agreement between the Lodz cotton spinners are as follows :— 
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In consequence of the present check to industry large stocks of 


yarn have accumulated, which has a bad effect on the market, go, 


in view of the fact that better times are not to be expected in the 
near future, the parties to the agreement, which is notarial, who 
comprise over 20 of the principal cotton spinners at Lodz, consider 
that a means of improving the present serious condition of affairs 
would be by exporting their produce. But as the opening up of 
an export trade would entail great expense, even with the refund 
of the duty on cotton. by the Government, and in view of the 
difference between prices abroad and in Russia, it. would be 
impossible for one firm of spinners to open up such a trade at 
their own expense. ‘The parties to the agreement are therefore to 
organise export business at their joint expense, hoping to relieve 
the market in Russia by a diminution of the stocks which have 
accumulated. 
It is intended to export principally to Germany and Austria. 





AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 3rd September, were as 
follow :— 
Wheat ... va eo oo. 308, 2d. 
Barley ... ove oe ww. 208 dd. 


Oats... wale we a Son oe 
For further particulars see p. 472. 


A statement is published on p. 473, showing the quantities of 

._ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
po - = imported into the United Kingdom during the 
cuvural +roduce. week ended the 3rd September, 1904, as well as 


of the imports during the corresponding week of 1903. 
SIERRA LEONE. 


In the report on Sierra Leone recently issued by the Colonial 

Office, it is stated there can be no doubt that 
Rubber Industry. there is a large quantity of rubber to be found 

in the Protectorate. A few years ago there 
was a great rush for this article, and companies were formed. for 
the acquisition of concessionary rights over rubber-producing 
areas, but after a while this interest subsided and matters returned 
to their normal condition. Individual efforts, which the Govern- 
ment is desirous of encouraging, are, however, being made to 
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produce rubber. If proper attention is paid to this article, a large 
export can, it is said, reasonably be expected. Several rubber 
trees have been planted in the Government Botanic Station in 
Freetown, and the experiment promises to be a success. Experi- 
ments have also been made in the cultivation of foreign seed but 
with little success, owing to the nature of the climate. 


ZANZIBAR. 


The Acting British Consul-General at Zanzibar, in his recent 

7 tae ange" report to the Foreign Office (Annual Series, 

the 3,263), states that the clove crop of 1903, as 

’ will be seen from the accompanying table, was 

an exceptionally good one for the Island of Zanzibar, and an 
exceptionally bad one for the Island of Pemba :— 














| Quantity. 
Year, 

| Zanzibar. Pemba. Total. 

| 

| 

| ’Frasilas. Frasilas. Frasilas. 
1901 ... eee see abe ice woe} © 49,977 294,709 344,686 
1902 ... ees ore sge _ ...| 58,438 235,107 293,545 
1903 ... one eee oe one oes] a 172,811 319,119 














The price, which opened in January at 9s. 2d. per frasila,* gradu- 
ally rose, until in October it reached 1l. 0s. 4d. At the close of the 
year, which, however, is not the close of the clove season, it had 
fallen to 17s. 4d. 

The extraordinary rise in price is attributable partly to the 
smallness of the crop in the previous year but chiefly to the action 
of two large British Indian firms in Bombay, who made a “ corner” 
in cloves. 

Of the total output, 63 pet cent. went to India, 16 per cent. to 
the United Kingdom, and the remainder to France, the Netherlands 
and Germany. 


UNITED STATES—PHILIPPINES. 


The ‘‘ Monthly Summary ” of commerce of the Philippine Islands 

contains a review of the trade of those Islands 

Tlang-Ilang Oil. during the year 1903, from which the following 
extract is taken :— 

‘“ Among the other products of economic value in the Philip- 
pines, ilang-ilang oil as an export amounted to 123,182 dols., or 
about 50 per cent. increase over the trade in 1902, the shipments 
to France advancing in about the same proportion. Some 








* One frasila = 35 lbs. 
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consider the oil as equal in perfume to attar of roses, and by the 
greater yield of essence furnishing a less expensive base, it 
becomes a strong competitor of the latter, the perfumers of the 
United States to whom exporting houses in Manila shipped nearly 
10,000 dols. worth last year, making it the base of some of their 
most expensive extracts. The ilang-ilang tree grows best in the 
Philippines, and it takes about 75 lbs. of the flowers, worth from 
8 to 15 cents gold per lb., to yield 1 lb. of oil. The cost of 
manufacture is about four dols., afd it sells readily for from 40 to 
05 dols. in open market, with the supply unequal to the demand.” 


MEXICO. 


H.M. Consul at Vera Cruz, in his recent report to the Foreign 
Coffee Office (Annual Series, 3,262) states that the 
Cultivation coffee crop of Mexico is, like most agricultural 

; produce in Mexico, principally grown in the State 

of Vera Cruz; in fact, it all may be said to come from there. The 
crop for 1903-04 has been smaller than was at first anticipated, 
due to excessive rains which caused the flower to sour and drop off: 
it was probably even less than last year, when it was only about 

40 per cent. of the normal, due then to the drought. The 

indications are that the next crop will be a good one as the trees 

have had two years’ rest and are strong and vigorous. 





H.M. Consul adds that the production and exportation of Mexican 
+ tobacco are increasing rapidly, and the local 
obacco : . 
Cultivation. consumption for manufacturing purposes in 
still greater ratio. Large parts of the last 
crop went to the United Kingdom, Germany, France, Spain and 
Belgium from the Vera Cruz and Tabasco plantations. Mexican 
tobacco is now considered the equal of Cuban leaf, particularly 
that grown in the Valle Nacional, as the ground hereabouts has 
not been spoiled with artificial and: other manures. That from 
San Andres Tuxtla, 75 per cent. of which goes to Germany, is the 
chief Mexican tobacco in demand for export. 


COSTA RICA. 


H.M. Consul at San José reports that the 1902-03 coffee crop of 
Costa Rica was above the average, 290,468 
Coffee Crop. bags as against 236,037 bags of the previous 
crop, or 23°06 per cent. more. Of the total 
crop, 189,101 bags were shipped in husk and 101,367 bags cleaned. 
The average price realised was slightly lower than that in 1902. 
The total area of land under coffee is returned as 35,684 manzanas, 
or 61,720 acres, of which 7°05 per cent. has been planted up to 
three years, 34°13 per cent. from 3 to 10 years, and 58°82 per 
cent. over 10 years. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,259.) 
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BRAZIL. 


In a recent report by the Belgian Chargé d’Affaires at Rio de 

. Janeiro, it is stated that 12,998,560 bags of 
ret om eg coffee were produced in Brazil during = sy 

1902-03. In the preceding year the pro- 
duction amounted to 16,000,000 bags, this being 82 per cent. of 
the world’s production, viz., 19,500,000 bags. The amount 
consutned in that year, however, was only 15,500,000 bags: the 
Brazilian coffee industry is therefore suffering seriously from over- 
production. 

Various schemes have been suggested with a view to ameli- 
orating this state of affairs. The only logical remedy, in the 
opinion of M. Nottebohm, is the formation of a trust sufficiently 
powerful to fix the price of coffee: there appears, however, to be a 
lack of the capital necessary for such an enterprise. The 
diminution of the production seems equally difficult to realise, for 
want of combination among the planters. 





GUATEMALA. 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade, from H.M. 

Chargé d’Affaires at Guatemala, forwarding the 

Cotton Ant. following particulars, collected by the British 

Commercial Agent for Central America, regard- 

ing a species of ant which is said to destroy the cotton boll 
weevil :— 

For many years past, the Indians of Guatemala have been culti- 
vators of the cotton plant, but as they found that the plant suffered 
by a terrible scourge, in the form of a weevil, which attacks the 
stalk, cutting it through and thereby killing it, this cultivation 
has almost been abandoned by them, except in the district of 
Alta-Verapaz, where the plant flourishes most abundantly. 

The cotton ant of Alta-Verapaz, called by the Cache Indians 
“Goleb,” was primarily discovered on the estate of Captain 
William Owen, situated in the above district, where the cotton 
plant flourishes, but it was not known to the Indians why it was 
that the plant was not molested; this has recently been deter- 
mined by a Commission sent by the United States Government, and 
Professor Cook, who was entrusted with these investigations, and 
is at present in Guatemala, pursuing his studies, exported a colony 
of these insects to the Texan cotton district, where it is reported 
by the Secretary of Agriculture, that this colony of ants had 
cleaned over 600 acres of cotton plantation of the weevil that has 
been devastating the Texan districts, also that the roads in 
the vicinity were covered with ants carrying the corpses of the 
weevils that they had killed. 

The ants have increased most wonderfully in Texas, and they 
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should not be difficult to handle on account of change of tempera- 
ture, as in their native place the thermometer at times falls to 
45 degrees Fahrenheit. 

It appears that an injunction has been applied for to restrain 
the wholesale introduction of the Guatemalan ants into Texas until 
it is clearly proved that they are generally innocuous. 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the Ist September, 

Cotton Statistics. was 19,902, and the number imported during 
the 35 weeks ended the Ist September was 

1,843,716. As regards exports, the figures are, for the week 

ended: the Ist September, 6,086 bales, and for the 35 weeks, 

278,704. 

For further details see p. 472. 


TRANSVAAL. 


The “Transvaal Government Gazette” of the 12th August, 
contains the text of an Ordinance to amend 
the Law relating to the powers of companies 
registered under the Limited Liabilities 
Companies Law of 1874. 

The “‘ Gazette” may be seen by those inter- 
ested on application at the offices of the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


TRINIDAD. 


The following statistics of the trade of Trinidad during the financial 
year ended 31st March last, with comparative 
Trade in 1903-4. figures for the preceding year, are taken from 
the annual report of the Collector of Customs in 








Ordinance to 
amend the 
Limited Liabili- 
ties Companies 
Law. 





that Colony :— 











Imports.* 
From. — 1902-8. 1903-4, 
£ £ 

United Kingdom ... eee one ee 915,911 922,699 
British Colonies... eee 2 ose 250,092 275,608 
United States of America ... eee eee 674,131 662,534 
Other foreign countries... we ene 562,555 499,817 
Total ... sea £ 2,402,689 2,360,658 








—~ 


* Exclusive of goods entered for transhipment, but inclusive of bullion and specie. 
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Exports of Local Produce. 











To. 1902-3, 1903-4. 

£ £ 
United Kingdom ... see ebe od 501,492 529,211 
British Colonies... bie _ Ke 26,945 36,917 
United States of America... ace ack 598,948 731,564 
Other foreign countries ... on ane 457,904 329,537 
Total ... oth £ ,1,585,289 1,627,229 











The principal imports were :—Flour, 1902-3, 182,8211., 1903-4, 
203,8071.; rice, 1902-3, 116,617/., 1903-4, 107,1017.; fish, 1902-3, 
85,6571:, 1903-4, 77,7881.; boots and shoes, 1902-3, 63,2921., 
1903-4, 59,7371. ; machinery, 1902-3, 45,0371, 1903-4, 49,2587. ; 
meat, 1902-3, 96,782/., 1903-4, 96,183/.; timber, 1902-3, 47,2661., 
1903-4, 60,5411. 

The principal exports were :—Crude asphalt, 1902-3, 145,712/., 
1903-4, 178,9841.; cocoa, 1902-3, 907,5311., 1903-4, 897,0332. ; 
sugar, 1902-3, 410,0001., 1903-4, 485,9310. 





FRANCE—REUNION. 


The following particulars relating to the trade of Réunion are 
taken from the official statistics of the 
Trade in 1903. Colony :— : 
The total value of the imports and exports, 
showing the share of France and foreign countries, was as 
follows :-— 





























Imports. Exports. 
From and To 

1902. 1903. 1902. 1903. 

Francs. Francs. Francs. Francs, 

France ...  ... —s.{ 8,480,410 | 12,038,848 || 10,907,269 | 18,372,714 
French Colonies ... ..| 2,513,065 1,339,181 | 696,784 348,201 
Foreign Countries ..-| 6,695,559 8,130,559 | 435,378 470,985 
Total ... Francs | 17,689,034 | 21,508,588 || 12,039,431 | 19,191,900 
£ 707,561 860,343 | 481,577 767,676 








The principal imports were:—Lard, 1902, 885,504 fr., 1908, 
1,021,239 fr.; cod and other fish, dried, salted and snioked, 
1902, 1,015,141 fr., 1908, 1,032,139 fr.; rice, 1902, 5,079,140 fr., 
1908, 5,594,596 fr.; beverages, 1902, 1,876,563 fr., 1903, 
1,334,786 fr. ; textiles, 1902, 1,259,434 fr., 1908, 2,451,708 fr. 
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The chief exports .were:—Tapioca, 1902, 678,459 fr., 1908, 
1,680,205 fr.; sugar, 1902, 5,422,418 fr., 1908, 11,771,124 fr.; 
rum, 1902, 803,719 fr., 1903, 1,054,630 fr.; essence of geranium, 
1902, 1,030,210 fr., 1903, 1,295,998 fr. 





MEXICO. 


The following particulars of the trade of Mexico in 1902-03, as 
compared with the preceding year, are taken 

Trade in 1902-03. from a recent report by H.M. Consul at Vera 
Cruz (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,262) :— 

The Consul says :—‘ The total value of imports into the whole 
of Mexico during the fiscal year 1902-03 was 182,164,200 dols. 
(15,180,350/.), against 158,949,564 dols. (13,245,797/.) in 
1901-02, an increase of 23,214,636 dols. (1,934,553/.). 

‘The improvement in British trade is most marked. In 1902-03 
the imports from the United Kingdom and Colonies into Mexico 
were valued at 2,244,090/., against 1,737,095/. in 1901-02, a gain 
of 506,995/.; Germany shows the still greater increase of 623,5601, 
that is from 1,290,440/. in 1901-02 to 1,914,0002 in 1902-03; 
France an increase of but 50,715/. from 1,257,1701. in 1901-02 to 
1,507,885/. in 1902-03; while in the same period the United 
States, with all the advantages of proximity, &c., show a gain of 
but 296,000/., that is from 7,803,334/. to 8,099,334. 

‘The total exports from Mexico during 1902-03 had a value in 
silver of 197,728,968 dols. (16,477,414J.) against 159,903,323 dols. 
(13,325,2771.) in 1901-02, an increase of 37,825,645 dols. 
(3, 152,1371. ). 

“In exports as in imports, the United Kingdom shows an 
increase, and the greatest increase of all countries, even in- 
cluding the United States.” 





. CHILE. 


A report on the trade of Chile during the year 1902 has recently 
been issued by the Foreign Office, in the course 

Trade in 1902. of which H.M. Consul-General at Valparaiso 
states that the trade of the United Kingdom 

with Chile in that year shows a slight increase. Compared with 
the previous year there are decreases under the headings of 
‘‘Animal products,” ‘‘ Vegetable products,” ‘‘ Mineral products,” 
and ‘‘ Paper, cardboard and articles manufactured therefrom,” 
while there are increases under the headings of “ Textiles and their 
manufactures,” ‘Oils, colours, combustibles, &c.,” “ Liquors and 
beverages,” “ Perfumery, drugs, &e.,” “‘ Arms and explosives,” and 
‘‘ Machinery, instruments, &c.” Under the last heading the total 
of 1901 had been almost doubled. 
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The United Kingdom’s share of the imports continues to be 
considerably more than one-third of the total. 

There was a noticeable increase during the year under review in 
the British share of the imports under the heading of machinery. 
The figures in 1901 were 2,834,850 pesos, as compared with 
4,734,297 pesos in 1902, which shows an improvement of 1,899,447 
pesos (142,458/.). Practically the whole of this increase occurs 
under the heading of mining machinery. 

In 1901 the total for mining machinery was 343,587 pesos. In 
1902 it rose to 2,236,574 pesos, an increase of 141,974. 

In electrical goods the British share in 1901 was 55,619 pesos 
(4,1711.). In 1902 it rose to 152,694 pesos (11,4521.). 

There were increases also under the headings of ‘“ Nautical 
instruments,” ‘“ Phonographs,” ‘Scientific instruments,” and 
‘‘ Printing machinery.” 

It is not very easy to arrive at any exact idea of the British 
share of the exports from Chile. If the destinations of the vessels 
be taken, it is found that the United Kingdom claims considerably 
more than half of the exports of Chile, though she must own to a 
decrease as compared with 1991. The figures for 1901 were 
116,294,547 pesos (8,722,0911.), and in 1902, 111,727,537 pesos 
(8,379,5652.). 

But if the statistics of the Nitrate Combination be taken, it is 
found that the British share is about one-third. ‘T'wo-thirds of the 
total exports of 13,940,997/. are shipped from the port of Iquique, 
and consist mainly of nitrate. Nitrate to the value of 126,406,771 
pesos (9,480,507/.) left the Republic during the year 1902, which, 
compared with 1901, gives us an increase of 565,998/. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,258.) 





PANAMA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 

Establishment of Consul at Panama, reporting that a Loan and 

a ce Mortgage Bank was to be established in Panama, 

Morteace Bank by order of the Government, to commence 

B36 ‘business not later than the 1st September, with 

a capital of 500,000 dols. gold, to be provided out of the national 
funds. 

The operations of the bank are to be confined to mortgages on 
property and loans on securities, which in the case of farms and 
agricultural lands are not to exceed one half, and for other proper- 
ties two-thirds, of the estimated value of the security upon which 
the loan is solicited. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 35 Weeks-ended Ist September, 1904, 























Week ended |. 95 Weeks || week endea| 35 Weeks 
ended ended 
wae Ist Sept., Ist 9 Ist Sept., S 
1904 ept., 1904 Ist Sept., 
, 1904. , 1904, 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No, No. No. 
American ... -_ ” 3,261 1,258,929 427 151,949 
Brazilian eee see eee = 77,023 => 3,742 
East Indian ... see vii 9,516 188,886 5,293 60,997 
Egyptian eee eso ene 7s 266,164 325 56,405 
Miscellaneous eve wen 7,125* 52,714 41 ~ 5,661 
P| ae sae 19,902 1,843,716 6,086 278,754 




















* Including 259 bales British West Indian, and 140 bales British West African. 


of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* 





Corn Prices. 
Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 3rd September, 1904, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 











Returns Act, 1882. 
Average Price. 
Wheat, Barley. Oats. 
& da, . « . «@ 
Week ended 3rd September, 1904 41. 20..2 2 38 16 3 
Corresponding week in— 
1897 eee eee eee eee ene eee 33 1 97 4 17 3 
1898 eee ra Bee eee eee eae 26 0 27 y 17 10 
1899 eee eee eee eee eee eee 25 5 26 5 16 6 
1900 eee eee eee sees eee see 28 7 25 x 17 10 
1901 see see eee eee see eee 26 5 25 l 17 6 
1902 see eee eee see eee see 29 8) 24 6 19 10 
1908 ... ove ese eee ooe a 22 «5 18 5 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty [Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 


and thirty-nine imperiai pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
3rd September, 1904, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 








a 











Week ended | Correspond- 
8rd Sept., ing week 
1904. in 1903. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... = Number. 12,725 14,065 
Sheep and lambs eee eco eee we 9” 4,961 3,828 
Swine eee eee eee eee ee ” — — 
HIOTBOS: seu cue wee ee 0 - 1,144 478 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef... eee eco eee eee ee Cwts. 124,382 100,151 
MUMBOM © sic '- 600 © 606 * ta e * 80,890 62,240 
Pork eee ese cae eee oe ” 6,686 12,231 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon ece eee aoe eee eee Cwts. 102,667 135,558 
Beef eee eee eee eee 99 1,660 4,003 
Hams eee ees eee eee eee 99 28,930 36,625 
Pork eee eee eee ese eee ”? 4,292 5,263 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... - 12,049 10,979 
Meat,preserved otherwise thanbysalting - 9,462 17,187 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
) a, a Oe one Owts. 72,983 91,827 
Margarine eee eco eee eee eee 9 17,797 15,987 
Cheese eee eee eee 28 ee 99 76,509 90,152 
Milk, fresh,in cansordrums ...  ... ” — 7 
» cream , ey a me 52 36 
2 oe ao a! 9 20,376 14,555 
» preserved, otherkinds .. .. 9 7 199 
Eggs ... eed Gu. Bande, a 372,710 
8) an e eee ece eee ae ue ? 
ee ee ee : 1357} 4,778 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) eco es Owts, 14,474 4,805 
Lard eee eee eee eee eee ne 99 39,172 30,696 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheat ees ai ase os ee Cwts. 1,953,800 1,932,300 
Wheat meal and flour ... so. ees - 236,500 457,400 
Barley ad ae oa we wid 2 389,400 639,700 
Oats eee ane eee eae eee ”? 160,200 180,200 
Peas oa ese eee eee oe ” 38,540 75,756 
Beans eee eee eee eee oe 9” 47,200 24,178 
Maize orIndiancorn ... e. - 757,700 960,600 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples... eee ace one - Cwts. 21,541 84,763 
Apricots and peaches ... ss. = 9 53 97 
Bananas ... hs éet * dd Bunches, 126,051 69,980 
Cherries e206 eee eee eco ae Cwts, — = 
Currants eee eee ee eee ee ” = 45 
Gooseberries ee eco eee ee ”? — =~ 
Grapes eee eee ese ee ee 99 23.720 17,922 
RR ah 6 eesti te te 9 22,888 11,381 
Oranges eee eee eee eee ee ”? 6,379 3,913 
Pears a as | ae joe o - 57,568 25,2288 
Plums wee ose ose ede oe ” 22,247 112,439 
Strawberries coe eee eee ee ” baer 61 
Unenumerated ose eee eee ee +] 86,635 43,487 
a ee eee ee Tons, 2,496 2,784 
Straw ... a éis bea at be 1,569 2,000 
Hops eee eee woe eee ee ,e Cwts. 1,741 4,090 
Locust beans... ece eee eee wee > ] 2,171 3,800 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions... ose ian ote on Bushels. 171,199 224,715 
Potatoes eee eee foe eee ee Owts, 56,507 60,035 
eo as || Ok - 25,044 28,772 
Unenumerated ... ond éhd wn Value £ 3,914 8,519 - 
Vegetables, dried ... se ee we Owts, 3,423 900 
Preserved by canning ... ° ee - 5,605 5,009 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of July, 1904, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 1d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, 
London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver 
2 Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, 

ublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1903, in two volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 7s. ld. for the first, and 5s. 
for the second volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1899-1903, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country) in the first volume, and in the second volume 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the 
United Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 
16th of each month. The following are among the more im- 
portant articles which appear in the number issued on the 16th 
August :—State of the Labour Market in July; Changes in Wages 
and Hours in 1903; Wages of Farm Labour in the United States ; 
Recent Conciliation Cases ; Workmen’s Compensation Acts (Report 
of Departmental Committee on); Pauperism (Proportion of Men, 
Women and Children relieved); Strike in the Meat Packing 
Industry in the United States ; Agricultural Hirings; Post Office 
Wages; Reports on Employment in the Principal Industries, &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series 
issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


No. 3,257. Trade of Ionian Islands for 1903. 


Details of principal exports Val di Ropa: many acres now 
from Corfu: wine, olive oil, suitable for cotton growing. 
potatoes, and fruit. Scheme to work petroleum 

Source of origin of chief — wells in Zante. 
imports. Harbour improvements to 

Particulars of drainage of ~ be carried out at Argostoli 


before the end of 1904. 
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No. 3,262. Trade of Vera Cruz for 1903. 


Conditions of trade generaliy 
good. 

Increase in silver production: 
Mexico now holds first place. 

Improvement in shipping 
facilities urgently needed. 

Imports from United King- 
dom show a marked increase, 
especially textiles and manu- 
factured iron and steel. 

Remarks on principal ex- 
ports: coffee, cattle, cotton, 
sisal hemp, sugar, tobacco, &c. 

Details of railway progress. 


Openings for roofing material, 
machinery, tools, and linoleum. 

Hints to merchants and 
steamship owners. 

List of 8.8. lines trading to 
Vera Cruz. 

Summary of law to encourage 
the establishment of new in- 
dustries. 

Tables showing revenue and 
expenditure; average price of 


silver 1880-1903 ; statistics of 
imports, exports, and shipping. 


This publication also contains a report from Yucatan. 
No. 3,263. Trade of Zanzibar and Pemba for 1903. 


Considerable diminution in 
trade. 

Imports show a decrease 
mainly in cotton goods, coal, 
and kerosene. 

Statistics of clove produc- 
tion; extraordinary rise in 
price during the year. 


Market requirements and 
conditions of trade. 

Remarks on state of credit. 

Large increase in shipping ; 
difficulties experienced by 
British ships owing to sub- 
sidies granted by foreign 
Governments. 


No. 3,264. Trade of Lourenco Marques for 1903. 


Great increase in the import 
and transit trades. 

Particulars of port, landing 
and agency charges, which 
compare unfavourably with 
those at Durban and East 
London. 

Regulations for 
warehouses. 


No. 3,265. 

Trade during 1903 main- 
tained satisfactory character, 
with exception of silk, which, 
however, has been improving 
lately. 

General increase in imports 
and exports. 

Condition of agricultural in- 
dustries: maize: rice: olive oil: 
citrons, lemons, &c.: vines. 

Chemical manures consumed 
in Italy. 


bonded 


Details of public works: 
proposal to metal a con- 
siderable number of roads. 

Statistics of imports, exports 
and shipping. 

Table giving details of 
transit trade. 


Trade and Agriculture of Lombardy for the year 1903. 


Silk industry and cocoon 
crop and sales. 

Cotton industry: imports of 
raw cotton increasing: exports 
of manufactured cotton goods. 

Progress made in piercing 
the Simplon Tunnel. 

Milan exhibition, 1906. 

Returns of imports, exports, 
agricultural produce, &c. 
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East Hardee Street 


LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
Ist January, 1904, dare, * be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 


leet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 

















No. Place. Price|| No. Place, Price 
EUROPE— German Empire and Colonies: 
Austria-Hungary: 3196 | Baden ... ..1903) $d. 
3199 ste --o1903/ 13d.|| 3145 | Chemnitz ... .. 4 | 4d. 
$255 | Bohemia vee yy | 1d. || 3244 | Dantzig... » | 14d. 
3260 | Fiume ... o eco 99 | ld. || 83129 Estimates of the German 
$233 | Trieste and Lissa ... ., | 2d. Empire ..1904| 1d. 
3221 | Frankfort-on-Main 1.1908 Bid. 
3153 | Germany see sed: G $d. 
Belgium : 3186 | Hamburg ‘nn in) ag 
3125 | Antwerp: Shipping and 3137 | Pomerania ... 2d. 
Navigation .., «-,1903) 1d, || 3198 | Prussian Estimates, 1904-5 ld. 
3116 | Belgium: Finances and 601 | Technical Instruction in 
Commerce in 1902 and Germany : Special Schools 
Budget Estimates for 1904| 2d. and Courses for Mechan- 
604 | Canals and other Navigable ical Engineering and 
Waterways of Belgium ...|11}d. Electro-Technics ... .| 44d. 
612 | Customs Tariff of Belgium | 1d. || 602 | Textile Technical Schools in 
Germany: Development 
of the Textile Industries...| 5d. 
Bulgaria: 603 | Technical Schools in Ger- 
3236 | Bulgaria .. 1903} 1d. many for Special Branches 
of the Metal Industries....| 3d. 
Denmark : 608 | Special Schools for Ship 
3113 | Denmark (Supplemen- Engineers in Germany ...| 23d. 
tary) ... nee ---1902) 4d. || 609 | Technical Instruction in 
3119 | Denmark (Financial Naval Architecture and 
condition) oe 14d. Engineering in Germany..| 23d. 
3180 | Denmark ...1903) 33d.}| 611 | Navigation Schools in Ger- 
3138 | Iceland... 1900-02} 134d. many 1d. 
613 | Projected Rhine - Neckar - 
France and French Colonies: Danube Ship Canal | 3d. 
3226 | Algeria’... ---1903] 23d.)| 615 ecial Technical Schools 
3246 | Bastia ... ina ove yp | 30. for the Ceramic Industries| 13d. 
3184 | Bordeaux a oe 95 | 23d.)| 616 | Fishing Trade of the Weser 
i... eC Seaports ... Id. 
3146 | Calais ... ie eee yy | 2$d.|| 618 | Special Technical " Sohools 
3149 | Cherbourg eke ooo? 9p | 2Od. for the Wood- wap: 
3181 | Cochin-China .. So ae Industries .. a 2d. 
3216 | Dunkirk ve » | 1$d. 
3172 | French Budget for 1904 2d. 
3171 | Havre ... .-1903) 3d. Greece: 
3117 | Indo-China --1902) 1d. || 3179 | Cyclades --- 1903) 14d. 
3164 .. 1908-04 1d. || 3126 | Greece: Finances... 7d. 
3243 Lyons, St. Etienne, and 8257 | Ionian Islands... ...1903) 2d. 
Grenoble... --1903/ 1d. || 3265 | Lombardy os a 4 Oe 
3254 | Madagascar... eee 99 | 13d.|| 3156 | Morea and Provinces 
3230 | Marseilles obs 008 | 9 24d. of Atolia and Acarn- 
3130 | Nantes .. “a wee ania ... am ons: gp 4 OR. 
3201 | Nice... » | 3a. || 3166 | Pirzeus ... me ee 
3147 | Pondicherry & Karikal » | 1d. || 3148 | Thessaly “a eo - 1 ae 
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No. Place. Price|| No. Place. Price 
pape Sweden : 
$239 | Central Italy . .+-1903| 1}d@.|| 3225 | Gothenburg... ---1903) 23d. 
3222 | Genoa ... ws y, | 3d. || 8193 | Stockholm... ne 
3120 | Italy: Finances eee 93 | 1$a.|| 3123 | Sweden -- 1902-04) 13d. 
3248 | Lecce ... ese woe 95 | 24d.|| 8215 - (Supplementary) 1903} 1d. 
3208 | Leghorn re 
3265 | Lombardy ... ses gp | ae Switzerland : 
3213 | Sicily ... oa wee 95 | 24@.|| 3150 | Switzerland 1903) 4d. 
3118 | South Italy... » | 2a, 
3249 2 - (Supplemen- Turkey: 
tary) ... 2d. || 3154 | Aleppo and Adana _...1903} 2d. 
605 | Changes in the Distribution 3235 | Baghdad wd wetion 11 
of Works of Art in the 3168 | Basra » | 1d. 
Royal Galleries of 3192 | Beirut and Coast of 
Florence ... 1d. Syria ... nd sig 
610 | Industrial Develapment o 3140 | Constantinople woe 99 | 244 
Italy a 1}d.\| 3224 | Erzeroum ooo ig | om 
3223 | Palestine an ic Yen 40 
Netherlands: 3250 | Salonica con is ire gg SU 
3136 | Amsterdam .--1903| 1d. || 3170 | Smyrna... act 13d. 
3163 | Java... eon vee yy | 13d.|| 3160 | Trebizond pid ...1903} 13d. 
Norway : AFRICA— 
3252 | Norway... ... 1903} 23d.|| 3122 | Alexandria... »»01902| 2d. 
3261 | Dar-al-baida ... ...1903] 2d. 
Portugal: 3121 | Egypt ... _—.... 1887-1902) 24d. 
3187 | Beira ... .--1903} 14d.|| 3229 | Port Said and Suez ...1903] 14d. 
3211 | Chinde ... oe wee 9, | 3d, || 3135 | Liberia .. ie aa oe 
3264 | Lourenco Marques ... ,, | 2d. || 3141 | Tunis ... ..1902} 14d. 
3183 | North Portugal eee 5, | L3d.|| 3263 | Zanzibar and Pemba ...1903 13d. 
3178 | South Portugal ose 99 | Ld. || 606 Prospects of Growing Cotton 
3210 | Tete... un na SS in the East Africa Pro- 
tectorate ... 1d. 
Roumania: 7 607 | Country Produce Traffic on 
3204 | Roumania -+e1903) 23d. the Uganda Railway | 1d. 
Ruseia : AMERICA, NORTH— 
3206 | Batoum... one +» 1903} 12d. Mexico: 
3194 | Moscow... vee x9 | L3d.|| 3112 | Mexico... «001902 ~% 
3128 | Odessa ... ...1902| 24d,|| 3262 | Vera Cruz 1902 
3232 (Agriculture) .. .1903) 14d.|| 624 | Livestock in Mexico ee. aaa. 
3142 | Poland and Lithuania... » | 24d. 
3115 | Rostov-on-Don 4.1902 1}d. United States of America: 
3173 pa o 7 --.1903] 24d.|| 3175 | Boston ... ian 1903) 2d. 
3253 | St. Petersburg... ove yy) | 23d.|| 3185 | California, Nevada, 
Utah, and Arizona ... ,, | 2d. 
Servia: 3202 | Chicago... <—- o. to 
3139 | Servia ... 1902 and nine 3214 | Hawaii... «» 1902-03) ld. 
months of 1903} 1d, || 3133 | Maryland, Virginia, 
West Virginia, and , 
Spain: Kentucky 1903} 23d. 
3237 | Barcelona ... _... 1903] 2}d.|| 3200 | New Orleans ... ... 4, | 2d. 
3152 | Bilbao ... oe wee yy | 2$¢.|| 3159 | New York _... - ae 
3195 | Cadiz one wee yy | 2, || 3207 | Oregon, Washington, 
3234 | Canary Islands ane, 09 Eh and Idaho ... » | 24d. 
3165 | Galicia, Asturias, and 3161 | Philadelphia .. so Sy De 
Leon ... —< »» | 2$d.|| 3177 | Porto Rico... om = ae 
3247 | Galicia, Asturias, and 3240 | Savannah on wh: 4 od. 
Leon (Supplementary) » | ld, || 3144 | Texas ... eee och up | OO 


3188 








Malaga... ove - 








lid. 
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No. Place, Price}; No. Place. | Price 
| 
AMERICA, CENTRAL— ASIA— 
3259 | Costa Rica... ... 1903} 1d. China: 
3238 | Guatemala 1902-03} 13d.) 3174 | Chinkiang --- 1903} 1d. 
3151 | Hankow ove 99 | eee 
AMERICA, SOUTH— 3197 | Ichang...@ «. on 2 or 
Argentina : 3162 | Kiungchow .., >. oe 
3131 | Argentine Finances, 1902-03) 14d.|| 3169 | Newchwang ao - 1 oe 
$157 | Rosario... .-.1903] 1d. || 3190 | Ningpo... » | 94 
8231 | Pakhoi ... » | ad. 
Brazil : 3155 | Swatow... ene a a 
3256 | Bahia ; .-. 1903} 1d. || 3127 | Tientsin 1900-03) 63d. 
3217 | Brazil: Imports .--1902| 14d.|| 3251 | Wenchow --- 1903) 3d. 
3209 | Porto Alegre ... ...1903) 1d. || 3227 | Wuchow oes ea tae 
3191 | Rio Grande do Sul, 1901-03} 13d.|| 3158 | Wuhu ... an .- toe 
617 | Railway Systems of Brazil| 10d. 
Chile: Japan: 
3258 | Chile ..-1902| 3d. || 3218 | Hakodate ---1903} 1d. 
3124 | Coquimbo vibe oe 95 | $a || 3212 | Japan ... ane meine 1a 
-|| 3242 | North Formosa - % | oe 
Colombia : 3219 | Shimonoseki - | ae 
3114 | Colombia .-.1903) 23d.|| 3228 | Yokohama » | 24 
Paraguay: Corea: 
3241 | Paraguay --- 1903) 14d.|| 3220 | Corea --- 1903} 13d. 
Peru: Persia : 
3134 | Iquitos ... --- 1903) 3d. || 3167 | Kerman eee 1903-04} 1d. 
3189 | Kermanshah ... “ 2:d. 
Uruguay : 3182 | Persian Gulf ... .-.1903) 3d. 
3245 | Uruguay 1902-03) 1d. | 
Siam: 
Venezuela : 3143 | Chiengmai ---1902| 1}d. 
3203 | Caracas.., --- 1903) Id. 
WEST INDIES— PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
3205 | Hayti 1903} 1d. || 3132 | Samoa ... ove 1903) 1d. 























1904, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 














No. | Price. 
EUROPE— Denmark : 
oF Agreement between the Post Office of the United Kingdom 
and the Post Office of Denmark for the exchange of postal 
parcels oe vee ioe one ove ‘oa 3d. 
Germany : 
6 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Germany 
providing for the settlement by arbitration of certain 
classes of questions which may arise 4d. 
Italy : 
3 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Italy pro- 
viding for the settlement by arbitration of certain classes 
of questions which may arise ... eve id. 
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No, Price, 
Spain: 
4 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Spain pro- 
viding for the Settlement by arbitration of certain classes 
of questions which may arise... oes ove ace ‘we hd. 


AMERICA, NORTH— 
United States of America: 





1 Convention between the United States and Hong Kong for 
the establishment of a parcel post service ... 1d, 
2 Convention respecting Payment of Light and Harbour Dues 
by vessels of the United States in Zanzibar... jae - 47. 
ASIA— China : 


Accession of China to the Geneva Convention for the 
amelioration of the condition of the wounded in armies in 
the field eee eee eee eee eee see eee eee id, 


or 














COLONIAL OFFICE REPORT. 


A report from the following British Colony has been issued 
since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” :— 


No. 425. Ceylon. 


For a list of previous reports issued by the Colonia! Office, see 
p. 431 of last week’s issue of the ‘* Board of Trade Journal.” 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Forty-seventh Report of the Commissioners of H.M. Inland Revenue. 
[ Cd. 2,228.] Price 1s. 11d. 


According to this report, which deals with the Inland Revenue 
during the year ended 31st March last, the net receipt of Inland 
Revenue duties (including the amounts allocated to the Local Tax- 
ation accounts) was 94,723,002. in 1903-04, as compared with 
104,851,309/. during the previous year, the decrease being mainly 
sttribatable to the reduction in the rate of income tax. Of the 
total receipts in 1903-04, 36,863,509/. was derived from excise 
duties, 17,326,137/. from estate, &c., duties, 7,394,0391. from 
stamp duties, 742,849/. from land tax, 1,896,018/. from inhabited 
house duty, and 30,500,450/. from income tax. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 
BOARD OF TRADE. | 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 4 
of Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report by a Depart. & | 


mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand ™ 
for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters in the © 
interests of British trade, so far as it can be met by Government action, 
It is intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 7 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form convenient ~ 
for reference. In addition, it is the duty of the Branch, as far as the © 
interests of British Trade permit, to afford information in reply to enquiries 7 
by traders on commercial matters. 3 :- 

The office is housed at No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., and 7 
(subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and 7 
Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the direction of ~ 
Mr. T. Worthington. The Intelligence Branch endeavours, on application ~ 
being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply information ~ 
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with regard to the following subjects, viz. : Commercial Statistics; ~ 
Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in differenf 
localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Sources of) 
Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers, &., &c. eS 

In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board 
of Trade from the beginning of last year, the work formerly carried on by = 
the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute is now con- 7 
ducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. — 

The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with ~ 
the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham = 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director bv the Board of Trade. ~ 
Among the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are the 
scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire 
with a view to their commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of 
the arrangement and classification of the Collection of these products 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample © 
room at 73, Basinghall Street. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and 
intended for general information is conveyed to the public. The 
“ Journal” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. Supplements to the 
“Board of Trade Journal” are issued quarterly, under the title of the 
“Imperial Institute Bulletin,’ containing information and reports bear- 
ing on the work carried out in the Imperial Institute at South Kensington. 

CoMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT, BoARD oF TRADE. 


May, 1904. 

















